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Appendix 3 
 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 16 November 2016 

 

Transcript of Agenda Item 5 – Questions to the Mayor  

 

 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman): We will now proceed to the priority order paper. 

 

2016/4237 - Night Czar Appointment 

Gareth Bacon AM 

 

How did you decide Amy Lamé was best suited to be London’s first Night Czar? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much for your question.  My new Night Czar has been 

appointed through an open, robust and transparent recruitment process.  It was widely advertised and 

attracted 187 candidates.  I therefore congratulate Amy Lamé on being the successful candidate and becoming 

London’s first Night Czar. 

 

One of my key manifesto commitments was to appoint a Night Czar to champion the night-time economy.  I 

am pleased to have now delivered on that pledge.  It is really important to have someone who can win the trust 

of the industry, councils, residents, businesses and the police.  Amy is that person. 

 

Indeed, her appointment has been welcomed across the industry.  Time Out magazine declared her “a great 

choice”.  Jo Dipple, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of UK Music believes the appointment of Amy to be 

“brilliant news for London’s music scene”.  Her appointment has been hailed by many others from council 

leaders to industry leaders. 

 

Amy has worked at the forefront of London’s night-time economy and within the creative industries for over 

20 years.  She is co-founder of the Olivier Award-winning arts company and club night, Duckie, which she 

continues to host every Saturday night at the Royal Vauxhall Tavern.  She is an award-winning broadcaster 

who will bring profile to the role.  She has also led the campaign to save the Royal Vauxhall Tavern and 

understands the wide-ranging challenges that venues across the capital face. 

 

Amy came through an incredibly strong field of 187 candidates.  After a rigorous process of shortlisting against 

the advertised criteria, nine candidates were shortlisted and went through to interview.  Amy was appointed 

following an interview by a panel including Dr Nick Bowes, my Director of Policy, Justine Simons, my Deputy 

Mayor for Culture and Creative Industries, the Head of Human Resources (HR) and the Head of Paid Service. 

 

Prior to advertising the role, my Night Time Commission was consulted.  The Commission includes senior 

leaders from local authorities, the police, TfL, the night-time industries and other key stakeholders.  They were 

consulted on the job description and were asked to encourage experienced candidates to apply and to 

disseminate the job advert via their networks. 
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The role was advertised on the Greater London Authority (GLA) website.  In addition, when the job advert was 

posted, my press team issued a press release on 24 August 2016, “Sadiq Khan begins search for Night Czar”.  

This was picked up by a large number of publications and broadcast media ran news stories to encourage 

people to apply.  Coverage included three articles in the Evening Standard and articles in the national press 

including the Financial Times, the Daily Mail, The Sun, The Guardian, The Observer, The Times and American 

weekly news magazine Newsweek.  Time Out wrote a call-to-arms with an article with the headline, “London is 

getting a Night Czar - apply here”, with full details of the job and how to apply.  The recruitment of this 

important post was also covered by broadcast media BBC Radio 1, BBC Online, ITV London and specialist press 

like NME, Mixmag, Vice and Music Week.  If anyone wanted to apply, they could not really have missed the 

opportunity. 

 

Let me make this clear.  We went over and above the requirements for the appointment to a role of this kind.  

This was an open, fair and transparent process and City Hall has run a most thorough and robust recruitment 

process, something that the previous Mayor could have learned from. 

 

Amy comes to the role with brilliant plans to develop and diversity London’s night-time economy and I have 

every confidence in her ability to balance the interests of residents, businesses, councils and the police as she 

forges a night-time economy for all Londoners.  Let me be clear.  This is not just about saving pubs, clubs and 

venues.  Amy’s role is about the growing importance of London’s night-time economy across all parts of the 

capital.  It is also about making London safer and improving the wellbeing of London’s night-time workforce. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Did you reach a natural end there? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Almost. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Please do  

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  That has been about five minutes so far, Mr Chairman. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Finally, I should add that Justine Simons, Nick Bowes, the Head of HR 

Juliette Carter and the Head of Paid Service Jeff Jacobs are attending the GLA Oversight Committee on 

23 November 2016.  This will give Members a further opportunity to discuss Amy’s appointment and my plans 

to boost the night-time economy in more detail. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Thank you very much for that comprehensive answer, Mr Mayor.  What due diligence was 

done on the candidates during the sifting process? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is a question that you can raise when you interview Nick Bowes, 

Justine Simons, the Head of HR and the Head of Paid Service, who will have done that. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  One of the things that we will raise -- and the process is what the Oversight Committee is 

going to look into and that is important.  The person who has been appointed is also important.  Part of the 

due diligence is looking at their online profile.  Looking at Amy Lamé’s online profile is quite an interesting 

experience.  We have various tweets that I am going to quote to you because they are important. 
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When Ruth Davidson [Leader, Scottish Conservative Party] won a Stonewall Award, we saw, “Tory scum 

winning politician of the year #epicfail”.  We also saw on 21 April this year [2016] a tweet that implied regret 

that the Queen was still alive at the age of 90.  From 8 April 2013, the day that Margaret Thatcher [former 

Prime Minister] died, we had, “Ding dong the witch is dead”.  Do you consider these tweets to be funny or 

acceptable? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  They are not tweets that I would endorse or condone at all.  I am happy 

for you to raise those questions at the relevant hearing coming up.  Amy has been appointed because she is 

the best person for the job. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  That is interesting.  On 25 November last year [2015] we had, “I could say that George 

Osborne is a c-*-*-* but he has neither the warmth nor the depth”.  On 2 October 2011 we had, “Housework 

+ hot day + reports from Tory Party conference = headache.  Solution = gin & tonic + fantasy of bitch-slapping 

Cameron & Warsi”.  Then, on 30 April last year [2015] we had, “What desperation @David_Cameron to use 

your dead son as a pawn to show how you care about the #NHS”. 

 

What about those tweets, Mr Mayor?  Do you think that they are funny or acceptable? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I would repeat what I said before.  I do not agree with those tweets or 

condone them at all.  Amy was appointed because she is the best person for the job.  It is really important to 

have someone with outstanding experience at the front line of London’s night-time economy in order to win 

the trust of industry, as well as councils and the police.  You will have seen the response to Amy’s appointment 

from the industry, from councils and from the media, which has been incredibly positive.  They know that Amy 

is someone who is ready to take on tough jobs and is not scared to tackle difficult issues.  She will be getting 

out and about to meet the people who help London have a 24-hour economy that works properly. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  In the press release you issued, Mr Mayor, which you have referred to a couple of times 

now in your answers, you talk about people who have welcomed her appointment.  It is true that there are 

some people listed in your press release who welcome her by name, but 70% of the people who welcome the 

appointment welcome the fact that there is a Night Czar - which we do - rather than the fact that Amy Lamé 

herself is it. 

 

The job description has changed a bit since you signed the Mayoral Decision on 18 August 2016.  

Nevertheless, what is still in it is a vision for “a 24-hour London in tandem with local councils” and other 

partners.  Two of the boroughs most important to central London’s night-time economy, of course, are 

Westminster City Council and Kensington and Chelsea.  How much credibility do you think Amy Lamé will have 

when she tries to build bridges with them? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  She will work assiduously to speak to all 33 boroughs, including the City of 

London Corporation. 

 

You referred to the job.  I approved the appointment of a Night Czar in the Mayoral Direction, a decision which 

I know you will have seen and the decision stated what it did.  I have appointed an exceptional Night Czar in 

Amy, who will be driving this important agenda.  I made the point in the decision and in what I have said 

previously in relation to the night-time economy that in the last eight years we have lost 50% of nightclubs -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Mr Mayor, nobody is debating -- 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  You say you know but you sat quietly over the last eight years, supporting 

a Mayor who allowed that to happen. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  No.  Mr Mayor, to be honest, the decision to appoint a Night Czar or a Night Mayor was 

actually Boris Johnson’s [former Mayor of London], not yours, and we supported that, Mr Chairman. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am sorry, Chairman.  A question was asked and I have to be allowed to 

answer it before somebody reads a speech -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  You are not answering it, though.  You are talking about something else entirely, 

Mr Mayor. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  You are answering a different question than the question that was asked. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Indeed, you are.  Mr Mayor, given the vicious anti-Conservative sentiment expressed all 

over Amy Lamé’s social media profile, do you think that she will be able to build relationships with 

Conservative boroughs? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have no doubt at all that she will have great relationships with everyone 

who wants to work with her constructively. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  That is very reassuring, Mr Mayor.  During the mayoral campaign, it came to light that 

one of your junior Parliamentary aides had posted a series of offensive tweets before he entered your 

employment.  As soon as you found out about it, you - rightly - moved very quickly to suspend him and he left 

your employment shortly afterwards.  Why did you take action then but you are taking no action now? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I suspended him to investigate the very serious tweets that he had made 

and he resigned before the investigation was completed. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Indeed.  You took action then, but you are not taking action now. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  You will be speaking to those who conducted the interviews shortly -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Yes, but, Mr Mayor, this is your appointment-- 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- and I am quite clear that she is the best person for the job. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  You are the Mayor of London and this person works for you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  She will be--  

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Mr Mayor, can we assume from all of this, then, that it is not acceptable to be 

gratuitously offensive on social media -- 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It is usually --, if you let me finish the last question -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  -- unless it happens to be about members of the Conservative Party or the Royal Family? 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sorry, I did not hear the question because you were talking over my last 

answer. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  If you stopped talking when I am talking, Mr Mayor, you would be able to hear it.  My 

question was: can we assume, then, from all of this that it is not acceptable to be gratuitously offensive to 

people on social media unless they happen to be members of the Conservative Party or the Royal Family? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Listen, it is a silly question and you know that. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Is it?  Why is that, Mr Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have already said that Amy Lamé is going to be a fantastic Night Czar.  

We advertised openly -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  I am sure that you felt Shueb Salar would be a fantastic parliamentary aide when you 

hired him.  I am sure that you did not hire him knowing that he had written those offensive things. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- for the position of Night Czar.  It was a thorough process.  I am sorry if 

people you know applied and did not get it, but it was a thorough process and the best candidate got it.  I am 

sure that if you want to work constructively with her, you will have a great relationship with her.  She will be a 

champion for the night-time economy. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  I look forward to that immensely. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If you are keen to put aside your petty differences in relation to her not 

being a Conservative supporter, she will do a great job. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Mr Mayor, it was not me who wrote, “Tory scum”; regretted that the Queen is alive; 

wrote, “Ding dong the witch is dead”, on the day Margaret Thatcher [died]; called George Osborne a see-you-

next-Tuesday and talked about “bitch-slapping Cameron and Warsi”.  Is that petty differences, Mr Mayor?  I 

did not write any of that stuff. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  You have read these tweets four times now.  We get the point and I have 

made the point.  Look, she is the best person for the job.  She has applied in an open process.  It was a 

thorough process -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Will you withdraw that comment about petty differences, then? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- and hundreds applied, including, I am sure, supporters of other political 

parties -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  And this is the best you could get? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- and, yes, she got the job. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Mr Mayor, when she was Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, 

Dame Margaret Hodge, who now works for you doing one of your reviews, wrote: 
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“Avoiding tax and National Insurance when paying public sector staff is almost always staggeringly 

inappropriate.” 

 

Do you agree with that? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  What you are alluding to is -- 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  I will be very explicit in a moment. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- Amy Lamé’s employment tax status.  For the purposes of those who are 

not following what you are alluding to, let me explain what the position is. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Yes, do that. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  As is standard practice for freelance workers, Amy has been paid through a 

limited company since 2003.  There is no secret about that and I am sure you know many artists and comedians 

who are paid the same way. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Mr Mayor, the point of using a limited company is invariably to minimise the amount of 

tax paid to Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) and we have, as I have just quoted, Margaret Hodge 

on the record saying that.  I will give you another quote from her: 

 

“The public sector must maintain the highest standards of propriety in its employment practices if it is to 

show leadership in the fight against tax avoidance.  It must avoid the practice of using off-payroll 

arrangements for staff who should be on the payroll - a practice which generates suspicions of 

complicity in tax avoidance and which fails to meet the standards of elected public officials.” 

 

Do you agree with that statement, Mr Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I agree with the advice I received from Ed Williams [Monitoring Officer, 

GLA], the Head of HR and the Head of Paid Service. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  You do not agree with Dame Margaret Hodge, then? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I agree with the advice that as Mayor I received from Ed Williams, 

Jeff Jacobs [Head of Paid Service, GLA] and the Head of HR. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Excellent.  You are happy that she is avoiding paying tax to the Inland Revenue? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am happy with the advice I received from Ed Williams, Jeff Jacobs and 

the Head of HR. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  We have established that, Mr Mayor.  On her newly minted City Hall declaration of 

interests, Amy Lamé lists membership of an organisation called Christians on the Left.  They have a new 

campaign entitled “Patriots Pay Tax”.  Do you see any irony there, Mr Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Not at all. 
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Gareth Bacon AM:  Not at all?  Fine.  We are happy that Amy Lamé has a grotesquely offensive online profile 

and we are happy that she is avoiding paying tax.  Mr Mayor, it is an old saying that a man is known by the 

company he keeps.  Do you really want to be associated with someone who behaves in this way? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am really happy with the process we had for appointing a Night Czar.  I 

am thrilled that 187 people applied. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  So am I. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We had an open and robust process.  I am really reassured that the Head 

of HR and the Head of Paid Service were part of that process and that the best candidate for the job got the 

job.  What she now has to do is to get on with making sure that, rather than the situation over the last eight 

years when 50% of nightclubs have closed and 40% of live music venues have closed, we have a flourishing 

and thriving night-time economy. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Good.  The Mayor of London thinks that it is appropriate to have a senior advisor who is 

grossly offensive online and avoids paying tax.  That is very interesting, Mr Mayor.  Thank you very much. 

 

Tom Copley AM: Mr Mayor, I wonder if you could tell me which of Amy Lamé’s extensive credentials - from 

her first job working in a Soho bar, her successful campaign to save the Royal Vauxhall Tavern, her work with 

Camden Council to save live music venues and pubs, her role as a presenter, a DJ and a curator - disqualifies 

her from the role of Night Czar? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is a really important point and I will make this point, too, to the 

Assembly.  It is really easy, especially when they are in opposition, to make cheap points about the 

appointments we are making when they have not said boo to a goose over the last eight years when 50% of 

nightclubs closed down and 40% of live music venues have closed down.  I could remind the Assembly of some 

of the appointments made by the last guy.  It was cronyism at its worst. 

 

When the Head of HR and the Head of Paid Service are giving evidence, I would invite Assembly Members to 

ask them what they thought of this process, how open they thought it was and about the metrics used to 

measure the successful candidate.  She is a very impressive candidate, which is why across the piece there has 

been a welcoming of her to the position from council leaders, from businesses and from those in the industry.  

It is really important that we do not have our heads in the sand. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  I could remind the Members opposite of the previous Mayor’s record on this, but I do not 

think we have the time.  Thank you for that answer, Mr Mayor. 

 

Amy has spent the last 20 years celebrating and promoting London’s nightlife.  Did this carry much weight 

when you decided to appoint her? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Absolutely.  We needed somebody who has some experience of nightlife, 

who knows what it is like to keep a venue open and campaigning for that and lobbying, but also somebody 

who has street cred as well.  We do not want somebody who is afraid to say boo to a goose.  She should be 

lobbying me and lobbying others to make sure we have a thriving night-time economy.  I am pleased that, for 

example, the Night Tube is flourishing and businesses around the stations are doing well.  We need somebody 

with the experience of nightlife in London to be championing the night-time economy. 
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Tom Copley AM:  Thank you. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Mr Mayor, do you think Amy Lamé hosting a fundraiser for you and being a Labour 

Party member had a lot to do with her getting the job? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It is quite clear from the results last May that a hell of a lot of people 

supported me to be the Mayor and, if I were to disqualify people who supported me from working here, we 

would have nobody working here.  I bet members of your family voted for me last May as well. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I can assure you that that is not true.  Point of correction there, Mr Chairman.  I can 

assure you.  None of my family ever votes Labour.  Thank you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Wow.  That is remarkable.  He knows how everyone in his family votes. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I am sure you do, too, Mr Mayor. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am sure that they will be interested in that. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right.  You won. 

 

2016/4306 - London Living Wage and Premiership Football Club 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM 

 

Following on from his recent uprating of the London Living Wage, will the Mayor join me in urging London’s 

Premier League Football Clubs - from the richest league in the world - to pay the London Living Wage to all 

employees, including contracted-out staff? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I thank Assembly Member Arnold for this question?  I know that for 

years you have been campaigning on this very important issue. 

 

Yes, absolutely.  More than 1,000 accredited employers in London are learning that paying the London Living 

Wage can reduce absenteeism and sick leave.  It can make it easier to recruit and retain the best staff and it 

can help to boost productivity, making the capital’s businesses even more competitive.  I will continue to make 

this case to employers across London, including Premiership football clubs, and encourage them to follow the 

great example set by Chelsea and now Everton in becoming accredited Living Wage employers. 

 

Success in football is all about building a great team.  That is why I am asking London’s Premier League clubs 

to show that they value the whole of their teams.  I would respectfully suggest that if you can afford to pay a 

footballer hundreds of pounds an hour, you should be able to afford to pay the person who serves fans their 

food or cleans the stadium at least £9.75 an hour. 

 

Over the last five years since the launch of the Living Wage Foundation in 2011, London’s economy has 

continued to go from strength to strength.  There are now over 700,000 more jobs in the capital.  The value of 

our economy has grown by over £50 billion.  For the first time in London’s history, there are over 1 million 

businesses based here. 

 

However, this success does not reveal the full picture.  Over the same period, the average wage in London has 

increased by only 7% whilst the cost of living has soared at a much faster rate.  House prices have increased by 
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nearly 50%.  Private rents have gone up by nearly 20%.  The cost of childcare has increased by 25%.  On top 

of this, one in eight London households are now spending more than half their income on housing costs. 

 

I believe that the London Living Wage remains one of the strongest mechanisms we have for challenging 

poverty pay.  The previous Mayor deserves credit for his backing of a high-profile campaign, which built on his 

manifesto commitment in this area.  I was pleased to announce at the end of last month that the new London 

Living Wage is now £9.75 per hour and I am glad to say that we are well on track to seeing it rise to over £10 

an hour during my mayoralty.  As Mayor, I am determined to lead by example and so City Hall and mayoral 

bodies will pay the London Living Wage for our own staff and for contractors. 

 

My long-term aim is to make London the world’s first “Living Wage City”, a city where everyone gets paid 

enough to provide a decent standard of living, a city where it is a badge of pride for employers to pay the 

London Living Wage.  I am planning a new compact with employers that will recognise and reward those who 

pay the London Living Wage and maintain high employment standards.  I believe that this is the best way 

forward in London.  In many cases, I hope that we will not need carrots or sticks because paying the London 

Living Wage is not just the right and moral thing to do but it makes good business sense, too. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  Thank you for that.  What a difference a Labour Mayor makes.  

That is my starting point here this morning. 

 

I accept what you said about the former Mayor and I give him credit.  I was at the first-ever meeting that he 

did at Canary Wharf and one of his first acts was to increase the London Living Wage and to pick that up from 

the first Mayor.  It is good to see that continuity through the mayoralties.  However, what he did not do was to 

go the extra mile.  Indeed, when I raised this with him, he accused me of getting involved in the politics of 

envy.  Raising this, as you have identified, as an issue of social justice in terms of the differences in our city is 

the right thing to do. 

 

We have, as an Assembly, done this work time and time again and we recently passed a motion.  We had 

feedback from that and one of the things we heard from the Premier League CEO was a commitment to urge 

all football clubs to pay the London Living Wage, but he talked about fulltime staff. 

 

This is the problem here.  When you look at the staff employed in the areas that you mentioned and are of 

concern to me, those essential workers who clean the stadiums - without a clean stadium you could not have a 

football club - and who feed the supporters and who deal with the facilities of the clubs - you could not bring 

on your super-duper footballer if this work was not done.  They are part-timers outside of the London Living 

Wage.  To compound that, many of the football clubs, as you will appreciate, employ these very grades of staff 

through contract agencies. 

 

You have shown leadership across the GLA group and you have said, “Irrespective of who you are employed 

by, if you are a contractor, if you are a part-timer, you will be paid the London Living Wage”.  Will you join 

with the Assembly and repeat the conversations with the Premier League CEO about looking to get the 

Premier League [to do that]?  I say Premier League football clubs because, if they do it, then the others will 

follow.  Indeed, when you look at the turnover from Everton, if Everton can do it, then certainly Arsenal - my 

own football club - can do it, Tottenham can do it, Crystal Palace can do it and West Ham can do it.  I would 

ask you to agree to work in with the Assembly on this and to carry on so that we can get these Premier League 

football clubs to do the right thing. 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I thank you for what you said?  Just to underscore what you said, we 

knew that our staff were being paid the London Living Wage but, as a result of information given to us by 

trade unions, we have discovered that subcontractors were not being paid the London Living Wage.  We have 

put that right.  I have tasked my Deputy Mayors and senior City Hall staff to make sure we root out any 

examples of others not being paid the London Living Wage. 

 

You are right.  People selling programmes on match day or selling pies or burgers who are independent 

contractors in many of these Premier League clubs are not getting paid the London Living Wage.  I felt so 

strongly about this that I campaigned with the Leader of the Labour Party, Jeremy Corbyn, outside Highbury 

and even put on an Arsenal scarf -- 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  What a day for you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- which got me ribbed hugely, but it is really important.  For somebody 

who, like me, is a football fan, the fact that only Derby, Everton, Chelsea, Luton and Hearts are accredited to 

pay the Living Wage embarrasses me as a football fan.  You are being quite generous by referring only to 

Premier League clubs.  Some of the clubs I have referred to - Derby, Hearts and Luton - are not English 

Premier League clubs and they pay the Living Wage. 

 

We should be saying to the London Premier League clubs at the very least to pay the Living Wage.  I am 

happy, Assembly Member Arnold, to write to them along the lines that you and I have discussed to make this 

point. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  Thank you very much.  I would just like to put on record the 

difference between the salary of one of the top highest-paid players in London, £190,000 a week - if he was 

doing a 40-hour week, it would mean that he would be paid £4,750 per hour - versus, if you are lucky, £6.50 

per hour.  That cannot be right.  Thank you. 

 

I did have then a question, if I may, Chairman, just carrying on about the London Living Wage in general.  It 

was just to welcome the work that you have done to date and to urge you to make sure that workers - the 

part-time workers particularly - across our great city are included in the upgrade that you are committed to 

using the London Living Wage. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  On that, just to reassure the Assembly of my commitment, I have asked my 

statutory Deputy Mayor, Joanne McCartney, to sit on the Living Wage Commission to make sure that we have 

taken on board the points that you referred to.  What is going to form part and parcel of the compact is not 

only going to be the issue of part-time workers but how we tackle the gender pay gap, how we create more 

opportunities for young Londoners through apprenticeships and how we take steps to ensure a fair deal for 

parents returning to work, which I know is something that you also care very deeply about. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  Yes, thank you very much, Mayor.  Thank you, Chairman. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much. 

 

2016/4171 - Private Hire Vehicle Geography 

David Kurten AM 
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What are you doing to stop Uber drivers and other private hire drivers with TfL licences from taking fares in 

areas outside Greater London where they have no local licence, in the light of reports and allegations that this 

is a growing practice? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much for your question.  I know that particularly you have 

a longstanding interest in this area. 

 

As I have said in my Taxi and Private Hire Action Plan, I am lobbying the Government for a change in the law to 

address the issue of cross-border hiring.  The law as it stands allows for private hire vehicles to take bookings 

anywhere in England and Wales even if the vehicle, driver and operator are licensed only locally.  My Taxi and 

Private Hire Action Plan sets out a programme of improvements that will drive up standards, boost the quality 

of service for Londoners and protect the future of London’s iconic black cabs. 

 

We need an urgent change in the law so that all taxi and private hire journeys either start or end in the area for 

which the vehicle, driver and operator are licensed.  This would also put an end to out-of-town vehicles 

apparently operating within another licensing area to take advantage of softer licensing and enforcement 

standards. 

 

Val Shawcross, my Deputy Mayor for Transport - who is here - and I are taking every opportunity to raise this 

with Ministers and the DfT.  I would urge Assembly Members to do the same either individually or maybe 

together. 

 

I want to be clear that I am determined to create a vibrant taxi and private hire market with space for all 

providers to flourish while driving up standards to improve safety and the quality of service offered to all 

Londoners and the city’s visitors. 

 

David Kurten AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor, for your answer.  I have read your Taxi and Private Hire Action Plan 

and there are some very good points in there. 

 

However, are you really aware of the scale of TfL-licensed drivers operating outside London?  A lot of reports I 

have seen, for example, suggest that 53 TfL-licensed drivers are operating in Sheffield on a regular basis.  

There are taxi drivers in Bristol who have a WhatsApp group to look at TfL-licensed drivers because it is a big 

problem there.  I hear drivers in Watford are taking court action.  In Aylesbury outside the station, there is huge 

congestion from private hire vehicles (PHVs) licensed in London and now operating regularly in Aylesbury.  In 

Southend, for example, Dover and Truro - the list goes on - the scale is enormous.  Because of the number of 

licences being granted by TfL, there is just not the market in London and it seems that they are going outside 

and operating all around the country. 

 

Is this something that you have been previously aware of and what can you do about the scale of the problem? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Firstly, can I thank you for raising that issue in this environment?  It is 

really important that you have raised that issue in this environment. 

 

Can I tell you the dilemma?  Basically, if somebody satisfies the conditions to receive a licence, they have to be 

given one.  We cannot cap the numbers of PHV licences in London.  That is ridiculous.  One of the things we 

are lobbying for is the ability to cap the number of PHVs not just for congestion reasons but for the reasons 

you say. 
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There are perverse incentives if you want to be a PHV or minicab driver to apply for a licence in the area where 

it is easiest to get a licence.  I can accept the cross-border cases when you may want to leave one area to go to 

another area because of either the start of the journey or the end, but there can be no justification for 

somebody with a licence from one area operating fulltime in another area.  Whether we are exporting London 

PHV operators or whether we are importing, there are lots of stories.  You have given me stories of “exports” 

but I can tell you that we have lots of imports and people with licences obtained elsewhere working in London, 

often at weekends and evening, supplementing their incomes by moonlighting. 

 

We are lobbying.  Val Shawcross has met with Lord Tariq Ahmad [Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 

Transport], who understands the issue, on at least two occasions and has raised this issue and will carry on 

lobbying.  Do not underestimate the power of the Assembly cross-party also maybe lobbying as well and I am 

happy to support you in that dilemma. 

 

David Kurten AM:  There are lot of licences being given out and you talked about conditions.  You can 

revoke the licences or not give the licences out if they do not meet TfL conditions.  Could you make one of the 

conditions that, if you have a TfL licence, you must operate in London only and not operate outside? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Every time I suggest a new condition, Uber takes me to court.  TfL is 

always reviewing these things.  Let me look at it. 

 

By the way, you asked a very good question last time about the numbers of licences we have revoked and I 

have written to you with that answer.  If you are not happy with that, please do get in touch again. 

 

David Kurten AM:   Are you also aware of the 2015 Deregulation Act?  This is something that has come up 

when I have been researching this question.  There seems to be a Bill - a quite recent Bill - that has actually 

allowed this cross-border trade.  Were you aware of this Act and the implications of it, whether intended or 

unintended, and are you doing anything to lobby to change this Act if it could stop this cross-border trade? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The cross-border trade has been going on for many years.  There is 

nothing new there.  The issue is us lobbying the Government to localise where the licensee can use the licence.  

If, for example, somebody wanted to have a licence in two areas it is a different argument, but for somebody 

to get a licence from one area and then use a minicab elsewhere in the country cannot be right. 

 

David Kurten AM:  Just one further question, Mayor.  You have written back to me on the number of 

licences you have revoked and suspended, but I will come back to the question I asked last time about your 

statement on Uber that if there was one single driver who did not hold genuine paperwork, you would suspend 

their licence immediately. 

 

However, you have not done that.  Does that mean that there has not been a single driver not holding genuine 

paperwork and they all hold genuine paperwork, or does it mean that when you said that you were not 

properly aware of the implications of what you said and it is a pledge that you practically cannot keep now you 

are sitting in that chair? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Let me be clear.  I am not sure what you are referring to, but Uber is 

licensed as a private hire operator as it meets the requirements set out in the private hire legislation.  Action 

taken by TfL in respect of private hire licensees depends on compliance with private hire legislation and it will 

take action in the event of any breach.  I could not be any clearer. 
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David Kurten AM:  You have said that if there was a single Uber driver who did not have genuine paperwork, 

you would suspend Uber’s operating licence immediately.  That has not happened, has it? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  You have the operator and you have the licensee.  If the licensee is in 

breach, action is taken by TfL.  By the way, we have quadrupled the number of compliance officers to make 

sure we take action against licensees.  Clearly, if there are operators breaching, we will take action against the 

operators.  The letter I wrote to you gave you the numbers of revocations of operator’s licences as well. 

 

David Kurten AM:  I would love to carry on but we are a bit out of time.  Thank you for your answers and I 

might write to you to clarify. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes, please do. 

 

2016/4104 - Healthy streets 

Caroline Russell AM 

 

How will you ensure that your ambition to deliver healthy streets across London is taken forward in Transport 

for London’s next business plan and in your transport strategy? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you for your question and for your lobbying in this area. 

 

I have made it clear in A City for All Londoners that I have a vision to create healthy streets across London to 

help improve the health and quality of life of all Londoners.  I want to reduce traffic, pollution and noise to 

create more attractive, accessible and people-friendly streets.  This will support Londoners to have more 

physically active lifestyles and it will also deliver improvements to people’s health and reduce inequalities. 

 

This approach will run across a whole range of policy areas, but some of the most important include: walking, 

for example, through the pedestrianisation of Oxford Street and also through making local neighbourhoods to 

get around on foot; cycling, where I will be pushing ahead with providing protected space for cyclists across 

London; road danger reduction, where I have announced the world’s first direct-vision standard for safer heavy 

goods vehicles (HGVs) and I will be implementing a Vision Zero approach to road fatalities; air quality, where I 

am consulting on extending and bringing forward the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ); and public transport, 

where I have frozen TfL fares and introduced the Hopper ticket to help people make affordable and healthy 

choices. 

 

The healthy streets approach will be embedded in activities across TfL.  I have asked TfL to report to me by the 

end of the year on how it will put health considerations are at the heart of its decision-making - I will be happy 

to share that with you, bearing in mind your interest - and the new TfL business plan will absolutely reflect this 

commitment. 

 

My officers will provide the support and advice that all the organisations need to create streets and places for 

people and, through this healthy streets approach, we will together be able to make a real difference to the 

health and wellbeing of Londoners. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Great.  That was a fantastic rundown of all the benefits of healthy streets and it is 

really good to hear you run through all of that so speedily.  I have a report, Prioritising People: How to Deliver 

Healthy Streets, and I would be really interested if you would have a look at that. 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have not seen that. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  You have not seen it but it has gone to your office. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Fine.  Good. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  That would be great.  I have just a few specific questions.  In order to get all of these 

healthy streets benefits, we are going to have to do a bit of culture change at TfL.  One of the things is a bit of 

a computer-says-no attitude to traffic modelling and making decisions on our streets.  I used to sit on TfL’s 

Junction Review Board representing pedestrians and, time and again, junction designs that would make life 

better for pedestrians and for cyclists were thrown out by TfL planners because the traffic models prioritise 

vehicle trips over walking and cycling trips. 

 

Now that you have said that you want to take a healthy streets approach, have we seen the back of computer-

says-no modelling at TfL? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is a really good question and I am sure that Val [Valerie Shawcross 

CBE, Deputy Mayor for Transport] is smirking behind you because she has shed blood, sweat and tears in 

relation to the modelling.  Can I tell you where we are?  It is a really important question that you raise and I 

have been briefed on this and understand it now in ways that I did not before. 

 

This is one of the reasons, by the way, why we have a Cycling and Walking Commissioner advert going out and 

why we have had to pause.  Val wanted to clarify lots of the things you are talking about. 

 

Let me tell you where we are.  We have been working and Val has been working to refresh TfL’s policy and aim 

for a healthy streets approach, which brings together a mix of pedestrian and local environment improvements 

alongside the safer cycling provision.  What we have been streamlining is what you referred to as “the decision-

making process” - that is posh talk for what you are talking about - within TfL so that funding the various 

strands of work needed are brought together. 

 

Let me give you an example.  If a new Cycle Superhighway impacts on bus services, it can also trigger the 

expenditure of bus priority investment to facilitate and speed up the route to another point along its length.  

The business plan for the next five years will ensure this is joined up in relation to the modelling you are talking 

about.  One of the reasons why the Cycling and Walking Commissioner is brought together is so that the 

resources to do the job in accordance with the things you are talking about and my manifesto commitments. 

 

Also, it means us working closely with other organisations.  It cannot just be TfL, but boroughs and partner 

organisations as well. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  It is great working with boroughs and it is really important that you have a common 

sense of purpose with them, but can I dig a little bit more into the modelling?  In TfL’s traffic models, will the 

balance between pedestrian and cycle priority and vehicle priority shift under your mayoralty? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We are reviewing that and that is why I would be keen for you to meet 

with Val to discuss the progress she has made. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Great.  Fantastic. 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It has been blood, sweat and tears in relation to what has gone on in the 

past and trying to change the way of thinking.  Just to let colleagues know, for the healthy streets initiative we 

are talking about there are ten separate outcomes and so it is quite complex but it is really important that we 

do this.  Our population is going from 8.6 million to 10 million by 2030 and we have to change the way we 

move around our city. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  I totally agree with you there.  Londoners complain about waiting forever to get a 

green light to cross the road.  The data shows that crossing times were shortened under the previous Mayor.  

As healthy streets need to enable people to walk and to cycle, will Londoners get more green-light crossing 

time under your mayoralty? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is one of the things that the Cycling and Walking Commissioner will 

be campaigning on, I am sure. 

 

Just to explain to you the reason why what you are saying is so important, what we are going to do is -- 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Could you just give a yes or a no? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  No, I cannot give a yes or a no because the business plan is for five years 

and is going to be published in December.  We need to embed the healthy streets approach across TfL’s 

decision-making, which ensures that every time we invest in London’s streets we improve the experience of 

walking.  It is not a simple question with a yes or a no. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Thank you.  We will move on to a specific scheme here.  In 2016 you told the London 

Cycling Campaign that you want every borough to have a fair opportunity to have a mini-Holland style of 

scheme.  What did you mean by that? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Exactly what I said. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Does that mean every borough will have a mini-Holland style of scheme if it wants it? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If it wants it, yes.  One of the things that I promised to do is to increase 

the amount we spend on cycling.  You will see that there are fantastic councillors from Waltham Forest in the 

gallery.  I have been to see the difference it has made in Waltham Forest.  Business is doing better.  Streets are 

far more pedestrian-friendly.  It was difficult, but a can-do council working with residents has shown the 

difference it can make.  Once we have a Cycling and Walking Commissioner in place, he or she will work, I am 

sure, with councils across London to make sure we get more of the sort of scheme in Waltham Forest and 

hopefully Enfield and Kingston will have very soon. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  One of the successes at Waltham Forest was the way that they did on-street trials of 

some of the new road layouts so that people, when responding to consultation, could respond in relation to 

their real experience of the new street layout rather than fears provoked by a paper consultation.  Is the 

approach of doing on-street trials something that you support? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I do not want to be prescriptive.  It is for the local authorities to work out 

the best way of consulting and the business -- 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Do you think it sounds like it worked in this case? 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  There are two other cases as well.  Let us wait and see what works and 

what does not work.  I am always keen to learn.  That applies, by the way, also with the Cycle Superhighways.  

Let us not assume that everything has been 100% successful.  Whether it is mini-Hollands or whether it is 

Quietways or whether it is the Cycle Superhighways, I am keen to learn what worked and what did not work. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  That is great.  It is always good to learn and I hope the on-street trials are something 

that you eventually find are worthwhile. 

 

You mentioned Cycle Superhighways.  It was reported in the Standard yesterday that the Cycle Superhighway 

over the A40 Westway flyover has been cancelled.  It might be a really good thing that you have cancelled it 

because it is not a great route for cyclists to go over the Westway but only if you have a viable alternative 

route.  Do you have a viable east-west route as an alternative to the cancelled Westway flyover route? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Val Shawcross is currently working on a lot of these cycling schemes and 

the exact details of the new east-west route are still under detailed consultation by TfL to ensure that it makes 

cycling in London as safe as possible.  To reassure you, as Mayor, I remain totally committed to delivering it. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  You remain committed to delivering an east-west route? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Excellent.  Thank you very much indeed.  People will be very glad. 

 

2016/4200 - London & Partners Transparency 

Andrew Boff AM 

 

Are you content with the level of transparency of the London & Partners? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Assembly Member Boff.  I am determined to strengthen 

transparency across the GLA family and in those organisations we fund.  Clearly, London & Partners (L&P), 

while not a public-sector body, receives significant public funding and it is vital that we ensure there is greater 

transparency than there was in the past. 

 

Assembly Members will be aware that L&P was established in 2011 by the previous Mayor, who put in place 

the existing arrangements for its governance.  As you will also be aware, I have commissioned a review of the 

governance and funding of L&P.  This review, which will report back in the coming weeks, will set out to 

ensure that L&P is equipped to be the best possible promotion agency in London, to support the delivery of 

my mayoral priorities in relevant areas and to improve its accountability to me as the Mayor and to my Deputy 

Mayor for Business Rajesh Agrawal, who serves as Chair of L&P also. 

 

As part of this, I am looking at how to ensure L&P can be more transparent without undermining its status as a 

private company and its ability to supplement public grant with private income, which helps to attract 

investment, jobs and tourists into London.  My Deputy Mayor for Business, Rajesh Agrawal - who, as I said, is 

also the Chair of L&P - will ensure all Assembly Members are invited to attend future annual general meetings 

(AGMs).  Furthermore, as Members will be aware, we are in the process of recruiting a new CEO for L&P.  The 

new CEO, when appointed, will be responsible for implementing the outcomes of the review and Rajesh and I 

will ensure that the need for strong accountability is a key part of their understanding of the role. 
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Andrew Boff AM:  Mr Mayor, what is wrong with the transparency of L&P, in your view? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It is the sort of stuff that was raised by you and colleagues with Rajesh 

when he gave evidence to you last week, I suspect.  I understand the questions you raised with Rajesh and 

Andrew [Cooke, Acting Chief Executive, L&P].  Was it last week?  Recently. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Yes.  Which bit concerns you? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Not unreasonably, you want to know a bit more about what they are up 

to.  Some questions were asked in relation to minutes of board meetings and other questions about the work 

that L&P does. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  All right.  Are you personally concerned that things like the minutes are not available? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  There are legitimate concerns about lack of transparency.  There is a 

review taking place and we are going to try to make sure we address some of those concerns post the review. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Those concerns that I raised with Mr Agrawal are legitimate? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I do not think it is unreasonable for you to want to know a bit more about 

what is happening at L&P. 

 

The issue is commercial sensitivity and so the issue is how we square that circle, bearing in mind that it is not a 

GLA body.  It was set up for reasons - and I do not disagree with you - as a not-for-profit enterprise.  The 

board, as you know, is not a mayoral board.  We appoint the Chair and one other director.  There are other 

people involved on the board. 

 

I appreciate the commercially sensitive reasons why all the minutes cannot be published, but I do not see why 

those things that are not commercially sensitive cannot be available more widely.  One of the things the review 

will be looking into is how to make the board more transparent. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  We have made some progress - it is nice to know that the Assembly is useful - because 

since the last meeting when we had Mr Agrawal in, he has issued us an invitation to the AGM, which was nice 

of him. 

 

In the absence of minutes being available or if there are no changes to the transparency arrangements and 

reporting of the actions of L&P, will you support the idea of an Assembly Member sitting on the board in a 

non-voting capacity? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Assembly Members, of course, can apply to be on the board.  If they are 

good enough, they will get through.  I am not sure if any applied to be the Night Czar.   It is just worth 

pointing out that you can be flippant about Rajesh inviting Assembly Members to come to the AGM but the 

previous Mayor and Deputy Mayor [for Business and Enterprise] did not.  That is progress. 

 

My point is that I accept the premise of your question, which is: am I am happy about the current levels of 

transparency?  No.  Could it improve?  Yes.  There is a review taking place.  Let us wait and see what the 

review says. 
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Andrew Boff AM:  In the absence of any increased transparency, will you support the idea of an Assembly 

Member sitting in a non-voting capacity on the board of L&P? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Let me see the review.  I have not seen the review yet.  That may well be 

the recommendation.  You do not know; nor do I. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  No, we do not.  Do you think it is a good idea that about £11 million of taxpayers’ money 

is being paid to a semi-secret organisation? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am sure those questions were raised by you and other Assembly Members 

with the last Mayor.  All I can say is that I have inherited this and I am reviewing this.  It was set up deliberately 

to be not part of the GLA group.  It is a not-for-profit enterprise that receives both public and private funding, 

as well as having its own income streams.  I am reviewing the work it is undertaking -- 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Mr Mayor, you may have thought that was slight; actually, we raised these very questions 

with the last Mayor and I did, too. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I saw that John Biggs [Mayor of Tower Hamlets and former Assembly 

Member] did, yes. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  I did, too. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Mayor John Biggs; I beg your pardon. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Absolutely, you know that this is a concern of the Assembly.  This is not about what you 

have been doing and political point-scoring.  This is about transparency, Mr Mayor, on which there is very little 

difference between any of the parties.  What we want to see from you is increased transparency.  Are you 

going to give that commitment that there will be increased transparency from L&P? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have already begun a review, which the previous Mayor did not 

undertake.  I am doing a review.  I have -- 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  It seems to me, Mr Mayor, that your reviews are excuses for not taking action. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chairman, either I can answer the question or Andrew can make his 

speech.  I do not mind; either. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Yes.  You do answer the questions, Mr Mayor, but often in a very longwinded 

way. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chairman, with respect, it is for me to decide how I answer the questions 

asked by Assembly Members. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  You do want to see increased transparency, Mr Mayor.  If as a result of this review we do 

not see any increased transparency, you will be critical of that review.  Is that correct? 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is a hypothetical question based upon a hypothetical premise.  Let us 

wait and see the review’s answer.  Is that helpful, Chairman? 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  It was shorter. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  It was shorter and I suspect we have another three-and-a-half years of this.  Thank you 

very much. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Twenty-one-and-a-half. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right. 

 

2016/4307 - Life Sciences 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM 

 

Over the next 20 years, MedCity aims to position London and the south east of England as a world-leading, 

interconnected region for life sciences research, development, manufacturing and commercialisation to 

stimulate greater economic growth.  How much of this depends on securing a good deal from the EU? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Assembly Member Sahota, for your question.  London remains 

one of the top places in the world for life science companies to do business and our city will continue to lead 

the way in medical research and innovation.  I can assure you that I am working hard to make sure we get the 

best possible deal in terms of the future UK-European Union (EU) relationship for all our city’s industries.  I am 

determined to make MedCity a great success and to reach out to Cambridge, Oxford and the other centres of 

excellence to promote the whole region’s capabilities in this area.  Whilst we do not yet know what kind of deal 

the Government will be able to secure through the article 50 negotiations, it is critical that the importance of 

the life science sector is recognised and that the sector continues to thrive.  Post-referendum I am working 

with key business sectors including the life sciences to ensure that London’s voice is heard as well as the 

message that we remain open for business. 

 

For example, I met with Sir Paul Nurse, CEO and Director of the Francis Crick Institute, to understand better 

the work of the Institute and see how we can work together to ensure that London continues to develop a 

vibrant life sciences ecosystem.  The Crick Institute is Europe’s biggest biomedical laboratory, opened formally 

last week, and when fully operational will employ 1,500 staff including 1,250 scientists and will have an 

operating budget of approximately £130 million a year. 

 

I will be visiting the Institute of Cancer Research and the Royal Marsden [Hospital] in Sutton shortly not only 

to officially open the UK’s first MR Linac facility to help treat cancer using radiotherapy and also to learn more 

about the creation of the London Cancer Hub, which will be based there. 

 

I want to ensure that London maintains its pre-eminent position in the life sciences sector, which is one of our 

future growth industries and helps to provide the jobs that Londoners need. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor, for that response.  Of course, London is a leading research 

centre.  It has one of the best universities in the world and it relies upon having access to the best brains in the 

world.  That is also true with the postgraduate students who come to join us and our research facilities.  I note 

that this Government is playing soft politics with the students and also with postgraduate students and they 

are being included in the immigration targets of this Government.  I hope that you will be lobbying for schools 
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to be excluded from the cap target and that you will be arguing for access to the single market and free 

movement.  Supposing we fail.  What is the B plan? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The good news is that post-Brexit foreign investors still think London is 

open.  I was last night in the Knowledge Quarter in King’s Cross where Google announced it will be opening a 

new campus which will lead to 7,000 jobs, a £1 billion investment.  The Knowledge Court in King’s Cross 

includes The Francis Crick Institute, the British Library, Central St Martins, The Guardian and Google.  I pay 

tribute to Camden Council - the Assembly Member is here as well, Andrew Dismore - and the MPs for having a 

positive attitude. 

 

My view is very simple.  I have to work on the basis that my job is to make the best out of the hand I am given.  

I have not spent any time sulking since 24 June 2016 because I am a passionate believer that London has been 

open for talent, business and trade ideas for more than 1,000 years.  That cannot change. 

 

You are right to remind me though that it is possible that the deal our Government does will not be the best it 

can be.  That is why I am pleased, for example, that David Davis [Secretary of State for Exiting the European 

Union] has agreed to meet with me once a month at least to discuss how we can feed into the negotiations the 

Government does with the EU.  You are right to warn me that we may not get what we want, but I am 

determined to be positive. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Great.  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you.  The next question relating to the resourcing of the London Fire 

Brigade has been withdrawn. 

 
2016/4308 - London Visa 
Andrew Dismore AM 
 
What progress is being made with your plans for a London Visa, post Brexit? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I thank Assembly Member Dismore for his question?  He got a round 

of applause at People’s Question Time when he raised this there, unlike some Members who were booed when 

they raised issues at the last People’s Question Time. 

 

At the last Mayor’s Question Time (MQT), I made it clear that we were waiting for the City of London and the 

London Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s proposals for regionalised visa systems.  Both of these pieces of 

work have now been published.  I welcome them as important contributions to the vital debate on how, 

following the vote to leave the EU, we secure London’s continued economic growth and global 

competitiveness.  Access to skills and talent has always been critical to that competitiveness and so 

understandably is a key concern for businesses. 

 

I am happy to look at these and any other proposals that seek to address these issues.  The key thing here is 

that the Government hears loud and clear what businesses need in terms of access to talent.  We need to 

ensure that Londoners have the opportunity to show the best use of their abilities in the economy of 

tomorrow, a home-grown talent pipeline equipped with the skills our businesses need. 

 

That is why I am pressing the Government for a devolution deal for skills and further education.  However, we 

also need a system which is flexible and reduces the barriers that employers face in trying to bring in talent 

from around the world.  I am standing alongside businesses in making that case.  An immediate priority for 
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Government must be to guarantee the long-term status of EU nationals living here.  They are Londoners and 

they make an important contribution to the city’s economic, social and cultural life. 

 

As I said, I will now be meeting with the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, David Davis on a 

monthly basis.  I will use the opportunity to make the case that London needs access to the talent and skills to 

ensure that we remain globally competitive. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Thank you for that comprehensive answer.  I am pleased to see that the Government 

has at last agreed to meet with you on a monthly basis to discuss Brexit.  David Davis has ruled out a separate 

deal for London and the City.  The Government has also said it wants UK net migration to be in the tens of 

thousands, including university students whom most people do not see as migrants anyway. 

 

EU nationals contribute £26 billion to London’s gross valued added (GVA) and £7 billion in taxes, and we have 

770,000 EU workers in London at all levels.  That is 15% of the workforce from the highly skilled to those who 

do the work who keep the city going through care workers, NHS cleaners, people in the hospitality industry, 

and the people who make the coffee in the morning on the way to work. 

 

If the Government does not see sense, how else could we fill these jobs and what would be the impact on 

London’s economy if we cannot? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The important thing for the Government to understand is that even if it 

decided not to have regional work permits or regional visas, it needs to understand that London is the engine 

for our country.  When London does well, the country benefits; when we do badly, the country suffers.  One 

figure which you did not give during your very good question was the fact that London has a higher proportion 

of non-UK, European Economic Area (EEA) and non-EEA nationals in our workforce than the rest of the 

country.  Rightfully speaking, that is 25% compared to the UK average of 8 to 10%. 

 

Just pause and reflect.  If 25% of our workforce is no longer there, even if we were to have a pipeline skilling 

up today’s youngsters for the jobs of tomorrow, there is a massive gap.  You are right regarding social care, 

NHS, construction, the service sector and financial services.  One of the reasons Google chose King’s Cross in 

the Knowledge Quarter was because of access to Paris and the rest of Europe on the train.  You are right to 

explain why it is so important. 

 

I do not want to get into the business of predicting Armageddon if we do not get what we want.  I am a keen 

believer in working collegiately with the Government to try to get a good deal for London where I can. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Thank you for that.  As you mentioned, in the last couple of weeks the City has 

produced a report and I hosted a meeting for them here a couple of weeks ago.  The Chamber of Commerce 

has also produced proposals for a nuanced immigration system which would enable post-Brexit London to 

continue to attract the talent that the capital needs to keep our economy going.  Of course, that would enable 

us to continue to subsidise the rest of the country from London’s economy which I think the rest of the 

country sometimes forgets. 

 

A quarter of London businesses are concerned about how the unclear future immigration status of their EU 

staff is causing uncertainty for those people’s prospects, especially when we see Paris, Dublin and Berlin 

attempting to seduce away London’s talent to their cities.  You said it again today and you have correctly 

repeatedly said to our fellow Londoner EU citizens that they are welcome here. 
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How can we give them the concrete and substantive reassurances they need about their future, which equally 

they have a right to expect, when the Government has still failed to make up its mind what it wants to do 

post-referendum? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  To give David Davis and other members of the Government credit, they 

have said publicly now that it is inconceivable that those EU citizens who are here would be forced to leave.  

That is welcome and that is encouraging in relation to the Government.  I think the noises from Germany 

overnight from Chancellor Merkel, as reported in the media, are encouraging as well. 

 

Evidence about the way that the Government’s current immigration policy is not good for UK public limited 

companies (PLCs) is found in the Prime Minister’s trip to India.  That is their response in relation to concerns 

they have about visas, not just the student visas that Assembly Member Sahota was referring to but others as 

well. 

 

It is a really big issue because we are a great city, the richest, biggest, best city in the world because of our 

ability to attract talent.  As you know full well, the evidence shows they contribute to our economy 

economically, culturally and socially.  We have to make sure that the deal the Government does, does not 

disadvantage our ability to trade and to do well. 

 

By the way, whether you speak to those in the cultural industry, trades of industries, commerce or 

construction, we need to be able to attract talent.  It is really important that the Government recognises that. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much.  

 
2016/4309 - Inflation 
Fiona Twycross AM 
 
What impact do you expect rising inflation will have on Londoners and London’s economy? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much for that question.  Rising inflation certainly brings 

major risks for Londoners and the increased inflation reported by the Bank of England is larger than its last 

forecast.  Inflation is still currently forecast by the Bank to be less than 3% throughout the period to 2018, 

which is not too far from the Bank’s inflation target of 2% and in historic terms still remains relatively low.  We 

of course saw the minor drop last month. 

 

Despite this, we are living in uncertain times post-EU referendum and the United States of America’s 

presidential election.  This makes it extremely difficult to make accurate forecasts on future inflation levels.  

Experts say this rise in inflation at present is primarily due to the pound’s fall, an effect that in itself can also 

risk a vicious cycle as high inflation potentially further drives down the value of sterling. 

 

It is true that lower sterling could have effects for London’s businesses, making our exports more competitive 

in the short term and making London more affordable to tourists, for example.  However, the long-term effects 

are uncertain.  The weaker pound will make the cost of imports higher.  Rising prices will put more pressure on 

Londoners’ household finances and their spending power, especially when this comes to food imports. 

 

That is why I am focused on doing everything in my power to try to make London a more affordable city to live 

in.  I have already moved to make travel more affordable through my TfL fares freeze and the Hopper fare.  I 

am asking the national Government to match that commitment for national rail fares.  The Government is 

letting rail companies hike up suburban fares even above inflation, meaning some fares on London’s suburban 



 

23 

 

rail services could increase by as much as 5% this January.  Combined with the predicted rise in inflation, this 

makes it even clearer why my freeze to TfL fares needs to be extended so we can protect long-suffering 

commuters. 

 

Housing is also a significant cost for Londoners.  I am working to make housing in the capital more affordable 

through delivering more affordable housing and introducing the London Living Rent.  I want to ensure that 

people are paid properly by encouraging more business, including Premier League clubs, to sign up to the 

London Living Wage of £9.75 an hour. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Thank you.  You mentioned food and obviously more than 50% of the UK’s food is 

imported.  One of the possible impacts of Brexit would be considerable food price inflation which affects those 

on low incomes hardest.  Do you have specific measures that you are intending to look at to try to mitigate the 

impact of inflation for those on low incomes? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  As a result of the question you asked last time, 

Assembly Member Twycross, I wrote to the Government Minister in relation to food insecurity and how we 

measure that.  I had a meeting yesterday with Rosie Boycott [Chair, London Food Board] and the team of 

Frank Field [MP for Birkenhead] about the work they are doing in Parliament around this issue.  That is from 

social supermarkets to higher uptake of free school meals for those children who are eligible, and Healthy Start 

vouchers. 

 

There are lots of things we can do with leadership.  I would simply need the resources or the levers, convening 

powers and stuff and so we are doing a huge amount there.  Surplus food is a big issue as well.  One of the 

things that Rosie Boycott is doing is having discussions with the supply chain about surplus materials which 

can be used in relation to helping families who need food.  Particularly at this time of year, the use of food 

banks as we approach Christmas is obviously very, very troubling and worrying.  My other Deputy Mayor 

[Deputy Mayor for Social Integration, Social Mobility and Community Engagement], Matthew Ryder, is doing 

some work in relation to how we raise awareness about the availability of help to those families who are 

struggling. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Thank you. 

 
2016/4240 - British Transport Police 
Keith Prince AM 
 
How are you seeking to convince the Government to extend your powers to include the British Transport Police 
in London? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much for your question.  I know your interest in these 

areas, these issues.  Keeping Londoners safe is my main responsibility as Mayor and that is why I commissioned 

the Lord Harris review of preparedness as one of my first acts in office.  As is right for a piece of work like this, 

I wanted an independent view on the preparedness of London and that is what Lord Harris has delivered. 

 

Lord Harris’ extensive report has made 127 recommendations for a number of partners across London.  All 

these recommendations now deserve careful consideration and exploration over the coming months, including 

his recommendation on merging police services. 

 

As Lord Harris concluded in his report, our police forces do great work in helping keep London safe.  The City 

provides strong leadership in terms of economic crime, and the BTP helps keep commuters safe on public 
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transport.  Along with other emergency services, the BTP responded to the recent tragic events on the tram in 

Croydon with great professionalism, as has been touched on by Assembly Member O’Connell and many others. 

 

The review was only recently published on 20 October 2016 and, as I have been clear previously, I am currently 

considering the finding of the Harris Review and will be responding to the recommendations in due course. 

 

Keith Prince AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I would like to add to your comments on commending the BTP and 

all the services in the incident in Croydon. 

 

Can you tell me: have you actually met with any representative of BTP since becoming Mayor?  It seems a little 

unfortunate that Lord Harris, having met with BTP, decided to immediately recommend that they it merge with 

the Mayor. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I speak with them all the time, most recently over the Croydon and North 

Greenwich incidents.  We have a really good relationship with them.  The TfL Commissioner, Mike Brown MVO, 

is in contact with them on a daily basis.  Val Shawcross [Valerie Shawcross CBE, Deputy Mayor for Transport] is 

in contact with them all the time.  Sophie Linden [Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime] is as well. 

 

[Lord] Toby Harris spoke with loads of people, including Assembly Members, and came up with his 

recommendations.  It is right and proper that I consider the report properly before responding.  It would be 

premature for me to cherry-pick and respond to some of them.  Those which are urgent are being acted upon, 

a “merger” is not urgent and I should respond properly. 

 

Keith Prince AM:  Can I just get some clarity then?  At this moment in time, you are not sure whether you 

believe the merging of the MPS and the BTP is a good idea or not? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  At this moment in time, I do not think I should express publicly my views 

on whether a merger is good or not, bearing in mind that I work closely with the BTP.  The Commissioner has 

given his views and Lord Toby Harris has given his views.  I have to weigh up the pros and cons but also 

consider all the other recommendations in the round. 

 

Keith Prince AM:  I am going to leave it there, thank you. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right, thank you very much. 

 
2016/4310 - Universal Credit 
Fiona Twycross AM 
 
What impact do you expect Universal Credit to have in London following its recent roll-out on 7 November 
2016? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The roll-out of the lower household welfare cap began across the UK on 

7 November 2016.  The process of rolling it out fully will take a number of months with many of London’s 

poorest households due to experience a significant reduction in income over the Christmas period and into the 

New Year. 

 

I have long been on record in saying that the Government’s policies on welfare and housing have led to 

families being driven out of large parts of London.  I have also made it clear that I believe it is wrong to lower 
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the welfare cap to £23,000 without proper action on pay, jobs and housing for Londoners.  That is why I voted 

against the Government’s Welfare Reform and Work Bill when I was an MP for Tooting in 2015. 

 

The net result of this cap will simply be to push more families into poverty and out of their homes and 

communities.  That is not a solution; it is only making the problem worse and we know that once the cap is 

lowered, it will affect significantly more households.  It is quite possible that smaller families will be affected 

and also those households in council or housing association properties.  This is quite simply terrible news for 

some of the poorest and most vulnerable people in our city. 

 

I have taken steps to help reduce the cost that Londoners on low incomes face.  These include freezing TfL 

fares, introducing the Hopper ticket and my programme for setting up Energy for Londoners.  I am also 

pushing for more and more businesses to pay the London Living Wage and for that wage to exceed £10 during 

my first term as Mayor. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Thank you.  Your words and your opposition to this while in Parliament are welcome to 

us on the Labour side of the Chamber and I am sure other colleagues also share them. 

 

We regularly raised concerns with your predecessor about how the changes to benefits and the cost of housing 

were already forcing people on low incomes out of inner London boroughs.  Have you had the opportunity to 

raise these concerns with Government since you have become Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We had a very good meeting with the Secretary of State for Work and 

Pensions last week and with London Councils in relation to the devolution of more powers to London.  The bad 

news is that as a consequence of the welfare benefit changes, communities in London will change.  I know 

from my experience as the MP for Tooting there would often be children moving schools two/three times 

during their school life.  Or parents had to move further and further away from schools and children travel an 

hour and a half/two hours to get to and from schools. 

 

I have said this publicly on a number of occasions about the consequences of welfare benefit changes.  Also do 

not forget that families who have been in the same area for generations are now being forced to move away or 

choose overcrowded housing as a consequence of the welfare benefit caps. 

 

I will carry on publicly articulating the concerns that I have and saying to the Government, “Look, unless we 

address pay, housing costs and other issues, this is a false economy”. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Absolutely and I welcome the point you make about it; that it should not be something 

that should be done before other measures are put in place to assist people. 

 

Yesterday, a number of Assembly Members heard from the Social Market Foundation about their report on 

self-employment, low pay in self-employment.  They particularly highlighted issues and concerns, so looking 

forward to what the impact of universal credit could do.  That will assume that the lowest level of income 

people will have will be the national living wage. 

 

I would be grateful if, on behalf of Assembly Members who are concerned about that, you could also raise that 

potential issue with Government going forward.  Thank you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I will do. 
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Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much.   

 
2016/4051 - Tackling Rogue Landlords 
Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 
 
What steps are you taking to improve the condition of homes in London’s private rented sector? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you for the question.  Can I also just congratulate you on the 

report? 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Thank you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  As I said to you - I have written to you - this is a very useful piece of 

research which highlights the great efforts that many local authorities are making to ensure that decent 

conditions are both encouraged and, where necessary, enforced in the private rented sector. 

 

Although most renters live in homes that are in good repair and most landlords act responsibly, I am well aware 

that for too many people this is not the case.  Too many households, especially amongst the most vulnerable, 

endure what can be shockingly poor standards of housing from the minority of landlords who let their tenants 

down. 

 

I share the views set out in your report that better enforcement action against landlords who are letting their 

tenants down is vital.  I do not believe that voluntary measures will, on their own, help tackle the problem of 

poor standards in some private rented housing.  The previous Mayor’s London Rental Standard, for instance, 

set out to accredit 100,000 landlords but in reality accredited fewer than 2,000 new landlords. 

 

The most effective tool for improving conditions in the private rented sector is property licensing.  It provides a 

simple framework against which local authorities can take enforcement action, with licence fees to help finance 

the scheme.  I support your view that local authorities should be allowed to introduce licensing schemes as 

they see fit, providing they are properly enforced and the fees charged are reasonable. 

 

I have already written to Redbridge in support of their proposal for a selective licensing scheme, and I am 

strongly in favour of Newham’s proposal to renew their piloting of a borough-wide selective licensing scheme. 

 

You will appreciate that in law my powers in this area are very limited and responsibility rests mainly with 

London’s boroughs.  Nevertheless, I want to take a much stronger role than my predecessor.  I have made the 

case to Government Ministers for the Mayor being given a new responsibility for agreeing borough licensing 

schemes in London.  At present, this responsibility rests with the Secretary of State, but it should in my view be 

a role for the London Mayor as part of a wider, much-needed devolution settlement. 

 

Further to this, my officers are working with the Government to ensure the regulations of the Housing and 

Planning Act and the extension of mandatory houses in multiple occupation (HMO) licensing are implemented 

in such a way as to give maximum resources and powers to local authorities.  I should add that I am keen to see 

the development of a more responsible and secure and high-quality rented housing sector in London, designed 

and funded for long-term use by responsible financial institutions such as pension funds.  

 

There is a lot more but I know you have questions and so I will cut my answer. 
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Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Yes, you have taken almost half my time.  I am pleased to hear that.  One of my 

questions was: would you be lobbying the Government to take over the granting of borough-wide licensing?  I 

think that is great because then we can start to look for a London-wide licensing scheme which ultimately, I 

think, is where we need to be and to protect all those private tenants. 

 

If I could perhaps pick up a couple of issues.  You have mentioned the report I have done, a survey of local 

authority enforcement, which shows some councils inspecting one in ten properties; some are one in around 

600.  You said very specifically you want to play a leadership role in improving the private rented sector. 

 

I am wondering.  Will you host a summit here at City Hall to bring London’s boroughs together to share best 

practice? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We already speak to councils all the time, not just London Councils but 

James Murray [Deputy Mayor for Housing and Residential Development] spends a lot of time speaking to 

housing leads as well.  I am happy to raise it with him in terms of whether a summit would help.  It is really 

important we extend the best practice.  Your report was very good and not just the league tables; what 

different councils are doing was interesting for me.  Some of it is for very good reasons of resources; some of it 

because of the demographics of the area.  I am happy to ask James to look at your suggestion. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  It would be really helpful, given around a third of private rented homes do not 

meet Decent Homes Standard.  To try to share that best practice would be helpful. 

 

The other issue I wanted to raise is around prosecutions.  There is a huge variation in terms of prosecuting 

private landlords where illegal living conditions are discovered.  Will you perhaps look at producing a legal 

toolkit, again to help the boroughs so they can take quick action against rogue landlords?  They have such slim 

resources at boroughs so if they are just given that additional help and pointers we might see more 

prosecutions. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  One of the things that we are going to do is to help councils get licences.  

At the moment, there is quite a laborious process to go through the Secretary of State.  Redbridge, for 

example, has been refused a licence to cover the entire borough is going back with 79% of the borough. 

 

The Government at the moment does not seem keen to devolve that to the Mayor and London.  However, I am 

going to support councils as I have been doing, but I am conscious though of not stepping on their toes.  

There are some Assembly Members who are councillors here and I am conscious of the fact that you are 

autonomous to some extent. 

 

I am happy to help if there are things I can be doing to help councils.  I am more than happy to help.  Newham 

has been fantastic. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Yes, absolutely. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Newham, for example, provided advice and assistance to other local 

authorities around London as well. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Using places like Newham to use their experience, to share best practice, to 

also look at developing that sort of legal toolkit to help boroughs, I think, would be a strategic role you could 

play which would complement the boroughs, not take them over. 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes, sure, but I am always conscious about providing toolkits that are not 

asked for or used, particularly bearing in mind the resources it costs.  I will make sure that Deputy Mayor 

James Murray is speaking to housing leads and local authorities across London in relation to what assistance 

we could possibly be giving, bearing in mind our convening role. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Would you in the longer term like to see a London-wide licensing scheme? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes.  I do not want to take over the councils already doing them, but if we 

can provide a network across London, that would be great.  I do not want to duplicate and waste resources but 

I want all of London covered, is the basic aspiration. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  I take it you will be supporting Newham, which is facing the real prospect that it 

may not get the whole borough licence renewed, even though it has been so successful. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes, so I am happy to support Newham in its renewal.  As you know, it is 

100% covered at the moment and it would be odd if the Government was not to extend that. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Thank you very much. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much. 

 
2016/4311 - London’s Parks and Green Spaces 
Leonie Cooper AM 
 
London’s network of parks, commons and green spaces are admired by cities around the globe and highly 
valued by communities across the city.  There is growing concern though that the very existence of these spaces 
is increasingly under threat by reductions in local authority funding, something that is currently being 
investigated by Parliament’s Communities and Local Government Committee.  How will you seek to ensure that 
London’s green spaces are protected for future generations? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  I am also concerned that Government funding cuts to local 

authority budgets are adversely affecting their ability to manage our cherished parks and green spaces.  As 

boroughs are not statutorily obliged to provide parks and green spaces, these budgets are often seen as an 

easy target when finances are under pressure.  I know that despite the best efforts of many boroughs to raise 

income to support their management across London, net expenditure in these important spaces declined on 

average over 7% over the last five years. 

 

I will continue to lobby the Government to ensure it recognises that London’s local authorities need sufficient 

funding and the appropriate duties are there to provide the full range of services that Londoners deserve and 

expect.  I also believe we need to make a much stronger economic case to secure resources to maintain these 

special places which are essential for those who live, work and visit the capital. 

 

We will continue to work with a range of partners, including Government and the boroughs, to undertake 

natural capital accounts.  These will help make the case for greater investment to support the wide range of 

benefits that our parks and green spaces provide for Londoners’ physical and mental wellbeing as well as 

helping our city adapt to a change in climate such as helping alleviate local flooding. 
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I would also safeguard the level of protection given to parks and green spaces in the London Plan and policies 

and consider how this can be strengthened.  As you know, I want London to become the first national park city 

to ensure we can fully appreciate and value the environment.  I understand the Assembly’s Environment 

Committee is about to embark on an investigation into the future of London’s green spaces.  I look forward to 

seeing the Committee’s recommendations on how we can deliver our collective ambition to secure a better deal 

for London’s parks and green spaces. 

 

Leonie Cooper AM:  Thanks very much, Mr Mayor.  I do not doubt your commitment because I remember in 

the manifesto it talked about your passionate support for our amazing parks and green spaces.  As you know, 

this is something that is also being looked at in Parliament and the Communities and Local Government 

Committee has just been taking evidence.  That included a 10-year-old boy who said: 

 

“Parks are important to me because every Friday my Mum, my Dad, my little brother, we all go to the 

park and we spend several hours there.  That’s where we meet my friends.  I see people from other 

schools I wouldn’t see otherwise.  I have spent every birthday up until now in the park.  I don’t know 

what I would do if I couldn’t go there.  I’d have to go outside of Lambeth [he’s from Brixton], if I wanted 

to find a park.” 

 

The importance of parks to you and to Londoners is clear and obviously the Environment Committee will be 

looking at it.  It is really good to hear that officers will look at our recommendations from that. 

 

In terms of the added value that parks provide to local economies in terms of demonstrating that we are 

lacking investment into parks, do you think that is clearly a false economy?  Is there something that we can ask 

the officers to do in terms of working with community groups, not just from the natural capital side, to build a 

better evidence base of all of the benefits both monetary and health that parks do provide? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Absolutely and, indeed, my officers are at your disposal.  We know from 

personal experience - Tooting Common and you know the Common very well - what a difference it makes to 

our way of life in relation to dog walkers, children, the playground, joggers, people playing sports and the Lido 

of course. 

 

It is sad that we have to do this but we have to explain to people in positions of power and influence why they 

are so important.  They are not an added extra.  They are an integral part of who we are as Londoners and 

what makes our city great.  Just think about the cohesion that takes place. 

 

We had a conference this week in London in City Hall about the importance of social integration.  Just think of 

the value of that common and there are other examples of that around our city around community cohesion, 

generational as well as faith, ethnicity and all the rest of it.  They are the lungs of our city and that is why it is 

crucial that we fight for what we have and enhance it as well.  We cannot allow our parks to become 

undervalued, unused or rundown.  It is really important that we do not allow it. 

 

Leonie Cooper AM:  Does that mean we can get the officers to talk to those community groups who know 

those parks and all of the things that they offer so well? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  One of the joys of being Mayor is I can agree my Deputy Mayors’ stuff.  

Why do I not agree for you to meet Shirley [Rodrigues], the Deputy Mayor for Energy and Environment, to 

discuss how we can make that proactive difference?  Sometimes, it is expert advice that community groups and 

users need that we can give. 
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Leonie Cooper AM:  I am hoping that Deputy Mayor Rodrigues would be willing to do that.  On the other 

side in terms of losing the vital resources at local authority level such as the tree and biodiversity officers - so it 

is not just how we relate to the community groups that know those green spaces so well - is there anything 

that Shirley and her team can do to support those local authorities in coordinating, retaining and enhancing 

these vital resources?  I do think there is maybe something that we can do here from the centre that will help 

them.  If we lose all our tree and biodiversity officers, we are not going to have those experts available. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  You will be aware that was raised last time in a mischievous way about my 

commitment to planting more trees.  Shirley is working on a plan to carry through my ambition to plant more 

trees in London.  As part of that plan, why do I not speak to her about making sure we maintain what we have? 

 

I cannot pretend we can replace the resource that local authorities have to use.  You will know over the last 

five/six years that some councils have lost 40 to 60% of the help they get financially and for reasons that we 

can understand.  We do not agree with them; we understand.  Often, this is an easy thing to cut.  As part of 

those proposals, why do I not also ask Deputy Mayor Rodrigues to look into what help we can give to maintain 

some of the stuff we have as well? 

 

Leonie Cooper AM:  Thank you.  Thank you, Assembly Chair. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you. 

 
2016/4312 - Estate Regeneration 
Tom Copley AM 
 
Will the Mayor begin to call in any estate regeneration scheme that does not meet the requirements set out in 
the manifesto? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you for your question.  As you know, I set out in my manifesto a 

number of important principles that I think should apply to any proposals or policies of estate regeneration to 

make sure residents get a fair deal.  These principles cover the importance of there being full and transparent 

consultation, the importance of making sure there is no loss of social housing, and the importance of there 

being full rights to return for tenants and a fair deal for leaseholders. 

 

I know there are many examples across London where estate regeneration has been done very well, where it is 

meeting the principles that I set out or where it is playing a very positive role in the community.  There are also 

examples where it has not.  I want to work with boroughs to make sure that in the future estate regenerations 

earn the trust of local residents.  That is why I am developing a guide to the process and my aim is to publish a 

consultation draft of my good practice guide to estate regeneration very shortly.  You will clearly have a huge 

role to play in that going forward, bearing in mind your expertise in this area. 

 

It is my intention that where the principles set out in the guide are material planning considerations, they 

should be incorporated into planning policy through the new London Plan where possible.  I hope this will 

ensure local boroughs will consider these principles through the local planning process.  As you know, estate 

regeneration schemes are nearly always major planning applications.  Applications referred to me will always be 

treated on a case by case basis and assessed against the policies of the London Plan. 
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As I say, I expect to publish the concession draft of the proposals on good practice in a couple of weeks.  I look 

forward to receiving a wide range of views and responses, including from other Members of the Assembly as 

well. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  Since this question was tabled, we did have a discussion at the 

Planning Committee with the Deputy Mayor for Planning where I raised some of these issues.  Your manifesto 

is very clear on what I would describe as some red lines and you set some of those out just now. 

 

What a lot of residents want to hear in particular is that where an application comes to you potentially where 

there is a reduction in social housing, you would call that in and it would be clear that you would be rejecting 

an application on that basis.  Are you prepared to commit to that? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The short answer is yes but I will give you the longer answer, which is 

basically -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  I like the short answer but do go on. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It is managing expectations because I work with the current London Plan 

and so my London Plan, even though we go as fast as we can, is 2019.  Assembly Member Berry asks a good 

question later about consultation with the new London Plan.  We have to get it right, but there is nothing 

stopping us in relation to the practice guide we are going to publish, using that to pray in aid with the current 

London plan if you see what I mean. 

 

Within the confines of what I am legally allowed to do, I am keen to make sure it is part of the planning 

process.  Process matters in these sorts of things.  

 

Tom Copley AM:  I appreciate that in fact your London Plan will not come into force until late 2019, I believe, 

although you will be able to put in place planning guidance in the meantime. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Exactly. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Do you think that, simply having set out these principles, it is unlikely that developments 

would come forward to you that would violate it simple because you have stated your aims? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is the point.  I have worked my socks off over the last six months, 

working with all the councils across London of all parties.  As a former councillor, councillors work incredibly 

hard, they serve their communities and they want to do right by their communities.  I want a collegiate 

approach and you are absolutely right.  Once we have published this and councils know what residents want 

but also developers have certainty, I am hoping that it leads to better decisions being made.  After we have 

published this guidance, I would be shocked if local authorities/developers do not change and temper the way 

they process these things. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  One of the things you talk about is having resident support.  Are you clear what form that 

would take?  Do you think there needs to be a ballot every time, for example?  Or would you consider other 

ways of assessing whether or not a scheme has resident support? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  No, it is horses for courses.  We cannot have a one size fits all and so we 

have to make sure that councils have different ways of consulting with their residents.  Can I say this again?  
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Councils know their communities far better than me as the Mayor and City Hall officials.  I love officials here 

(Overspeaking) 

 

Tom Copley AM:  You are not going to be prescriptive on that, then? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  No.  Deputy Mayor James Murray is working on this.  The point about a 

good practice guide is it will set out good practice.  I would be surprised, for example, if some of the examples 

of good practice that we advise - and by the way, this is work in progress - is not followed by councils. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Thank you very much, Mr Mayor. 

 
2016/4302 - Mayoral Reviews (1) 
Tony Devenish AM 
 
With you having ordered a substantial number of separate reviews since taking office, do you now think that to 
simply call for a review is your default position rather than taking important decisions for London? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  Let me be quite clear in stating I do not think there is 

anything wrong in consulting experts and people with great experience of public office such as Lord Harris, 

Anthony Mayer and Dame Margaret Hodge in order to make important decisions.  I am committed to delivering 

value for money, improving GLA procurement and transparency, and getting the right outcomes for London 

and Londoners. 

 

To put it simply, carrying out reviews and in-depth investigations helps to inform evidence-based 

policymaking, something which I strongly believe in.  As I have made clear in previous MQT meetings, 

sometimes ill-informed, opaque decisions of my predecessor have left me with no other option but to instigate 

reviews into specific areas of public interest such as the Garden Bridge, the Old Oak and Park Royal 

Development Corporation (OPDC) and the closure of ticket offices on the London Underground. 

 

My audit of his affordable housing record showed that he had left the cupboard bare for affordable housing 

supply in the capital.  It has now emerged that the previous Mayor oversaw a dramatic increase in costs as well 

as a series of poor decisions relating to the Olympic Stadium. 

 

Assembly Members from that side may groan, but just last year it meant he announced that the total cost for 

transforming the stadium was £272 million.  In reality, it is actually £323 million, a difference of more than 

£50 million.  I have also inherited major practical problems such as the cost and timing of moving the 

retractable seating which was installed to enable the stadium to transition between hosting football and other 

sporting and cultural events.  My priority now is to make sure that the stadium is affordable for taxpayers and 

works for Londoners.  That is why I have ordered a detailed investigation into the full range of financial issues 

for running the stadium to find out how we can best address them. 

 

It seems to me that every time I turn over a new stone, I encounter another serious problem left over by my 

predecessor.  The stadium is just one example of how the previous administration consistently failed to deliver 

for Londoners.  It would be foolish, if not irresponsible, for me to ignore the decisions made in the eight 

preceding years. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  The same old story: six months and counting, 13 plus reviews.  

One businessman who actually did vote for you said to me, “There’s plenty of talk under this administration 

but very little strategic thinking at all”. 
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Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Is that a question? 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  It is a question.  Any strategic thinking in your reviews? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I will introduce you, Tony, to many businesses and business people who 

voted for me over the next weeks.  Let me give you some examples of the audacity -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Strategic thinking? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- the audacity of you complaining about my reviews.  I looked at what the 

previous Mayor did in his first six -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Not “the previous Mayor”, please. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sorry -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  We are here to scrutinise you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Maybe just -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I was not here under Boris [Johnson MP, former Mayor of London].  I want to hear 

about you, not Boris. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Let me remind the Assembly of some of the reviews undertaken by your 

political hero.  In the first six months -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I was not here. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- in the first six -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I do not care. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I beg your pardon?  You do not care? 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  No. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I do care. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I am here to scrutinise you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I do care because we pick up the bill.  These voters pick up the bill.  I-- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Can we scrutinise you, please?  You have been elected for six months. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I say I find it outrageous -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Oh, please. 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- that the Assembly does not care about decisions taken by the previous 

Mayor. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  The Foreign Secretary is the Foreign Secretary.  You are the Mayor. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  No, not the Assembly.  No, he does not care.  We care. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  You are the Mayor. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, I think other Assembly Members do care. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM ( Deputy Chair) :  Yes.  Thank you. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  In the first six months of the previous administration, there was a review of 

GLA administration and spending.  There was a review of London Development Agency (LDA) administration 

and spending.  There was a review of administration and spending at the MPS and the Metropolitan Police 

Authority (MPA).  There was a review of Olympic administration and spending.  There was a review and 

cancellation of the Thames Gateway Bridge.  There was a review of press officers and cancellation -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Mr Chairman, I am trying to get an answer. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- and I can go on and on and on. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  I know you can go on and on and on. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right.  Can we take it as read that you have learnt lessons from your 

predecessor?  Now then, carry on, Mr Devenish. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Thank you very much, Mr Mayor.  Do you think so many reviews is a symptom that you 

are trying to say an awful lot - usually about a certain person who is now Foreign Secretary - rather than 

actually focus on what you need to achieve over the next four years? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  No because the Government has undertaken many, many reviews as well, 

not just the Foreign Secretary.  The Government has undertaken reviews into the banking regulatory system to 

avoid a repeat of the financial crisis.  The Government, which you support, reviewed the employment and 

workplace laws for employers and employees.  The Government reviewed the effectiveness of raising the 

Stamp Duty threshold for first-time buyers.  The Government (Overspeaking) 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Thank you, I -- 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The same criticism -- 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  You can give me the bit of paper and I could read it myself.  Can I ask you a question 

rather than a statement?  If we get back to core -- 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The point is this, Chairman.  The same criticism that could be made against 

me by Assembly Member Devenish about wanting to conduct reviews could be said against the Conservative 

Government and his political hero. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Yes, you have made your point.  Now he is going to try to make his point. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I prefer a question. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  There will be a question.  On the big picture, you talk to real Londoners, they care about 

housing.  Even your heroes at the Evening Standard say you have been “slow on housing”.  On knife crime, 

people are still dying.  That is a very serious issue.  On zero strikes, you are not making zero strikes. 

 

You are focusing on lots and lots of micro issues, not the macro points that Londoners care about. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Was that a question? 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Yes. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  What was the question? 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Please focus on the core issues Londoners care about and not this micro detail. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM ( Deputy Chair ):  No, that was not the question.  That is not a question. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Why not put it: are you focusing on the micro rather than the macro? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, can I help?  I am happy to undertake a review into the poor quality 

of questions. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM ( Deputy Chair ) :  Yes, go and do that.  That sounds fair. 

 

Tony Devenish AM:  Nothing further, thank you. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right. 

 
2016/4172 - Knife Crime 
Peter Whittle AM 
 
What steps do you intend to take to address the fact that three out of four knife crimes in London go unsolved? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am having to do this too often.  Can I begin by passing on my 

condolences and thoughts to the family and friends of the latest victim of knife crime, a 17-year-old who 

tragically lost his life on Saturday night in Dagenham?  At the same time, a 16-year-old boy was also stabbed 

in the immediate vicinity.  He is currently in hospital and I hope he makes a full recovery. 

 

It is incidents like this that make me determined to reduce knife crime in all its forms.  It is a serious and deadly 

problem across our great city.  London has seen an increase in knife crime in the last few years and it simply 

cannot be allowed to continue.  I also share your concerns about knife crimes not being detected and I have 
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already raised this with the Commissioner and his team.  This is obviously a difficult area, but I do feel we need 

to improve on this and the response to knife crime more generally. 

 

Investigating offences of this nature is always complex and I just want to explain some of the challenges.  On 

some occasions, there is very little information as to the identity of the suspect and in other cases the level of 

cooperation from the victims and witnesses is not at the level that investigating officers require.  

 

I believe that neighbourhood policing is central to improving the situation.  Local policing builds people’s 

confidence in reporting which is intrinsic to solving these crimes.  That is why I have guaranteed an additional 

dedicated officer in every London ward by the end of 2017. 

 

I want to emphasise that the vast majority of young people are peaceful, law-abiding citizens and do not carry 

knives.  We must be careful not to stigmatise young people, but I do believe that prevention is better than 

enforcement.  We would all prefer if these offences did not happen in the first place.  That is why working with 

schools and young people is so important.  Equally, we need strong enforcement.  We need people to know 

that carrying and using a knife will not be tolerated.  I know that the Assembly’s Police and Crime Committee’s 

report has some recommendations that I will be following through on.   

 

Peter Whittle AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  Yes, of course I appreciate that you have said we need to take a 

very tough approach on this appalling crime and appalling state of affairs.  What I would say is that the lack of 

detection is epic at the moment.  It is three out of four incidents.  This is not just, as you say, a complicated 

issue, with respect.  Basically, it seems like a totally cultural, endemic situation.  What would your view be on 

that and what would you do to bring down what is an extraordinarily high level of lack of detection? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It is a high level, three out of four.  The question you ask is: what are we 

doing about it?  Let me explain some of the things that are happening. 

 

Trident officers have been clear that to make successful detections, police need people to come forward and 

support prosecution.  The MPS has encouraged young people to come forward to the police or to 

Crimestoppers if they are being forced to carry a knife - particularly young girls, this applies to - or if they 

know someone who is carrying a weapon.  The MPS launched Operation Spectre last month, which targets 

habitual knife carriers through intelligence-led stop and search.  Trident are committed to prosecuting people 

who carry knives and have welcomed the changes in legislation regarding the increase in sentencing for second 

knife-carrying offences and the recent banning of so-called ‘zombie knives’.   

 

The last thing I will say is that we, for this reason, held a Police and Crime Summit recently.  The Deputy Mayor 

for Policing and Crime, Sophie Linden, the Commissioner and I were there to get ideas from the community 

and youth leaders about what more we can be doing.  You accept my point that prevention is better but you 

are right that once something has happened, why are the perpetrators not being caught, justice happening and 

also being seen to be happening? 

 

Peter Whittle AM:  Thank you.  My fear is that we are gradually accepting this as the new normal almost and 

this simply cannot be allowed to happen.  What I wanted to hear your view on is that the chief of Trident, 

Jim Stokley, said that in fact it is about young people thinking it is perfectly normal to carry a knife.  Forget 

about the police aspect of it.  How would you, as Mayor, convince young people in their thousands that it is 

not normal to carry a knife and that they are more likely to be killed as a result of carrying a knife? 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  You are right, this is not the new normal and we must never think that it is 

acceptable.  That is why schools are so important and prevention is so important.  The additional officer, the 

dedicated officer in every ward, Chairman, will be liaising with schools and working with schools.  That is 

important.   

 

Just so you know, the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC) already does work in accident and 

emergency wards (A&Es).  There is a teachable moment when somebody is the victim of knife crime.  I have 

been to visit St Mary’s and there is great work taking place there.  Assembly Member Pidgeon has raised this 

issue in previous MQTs and so we are following through all the expert advice in relation to preventing 

somebody carrying a knife in the first place.  If somebody carries a knife, that is a sign of failure.  You are right 

that if you carry a knife you are more likely to be a victim of knife crime than to be safe as a consequence.   

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much.  You are out of time.   

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Mr Mayor, I certainly agree with trying to educate young people not to leave home 

with a knife.  Many do so because of fear, not because they are villains or active gang members, and of course 

with carrying a knife they are more likely to be involved.   

 

You as a lawyer may have an opinion around this.  The quite recent decision in the courts around joint 

enterprise bothers me.  You will be aware that there was a Supreme Court ruling reconsidering, shall we say - I 

am not a lawyer - joint enterprise.  Joint enterprise is something that does put people off joining gangs, 

entering into a fray, and to me this is a concern.  As I say, I am not a lawyer and I have not read the full piece 

but to me it is a concern.  Would you like to briefly comment on your thoughts around that? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  My understanding is that the concern is this.  The reason why we 

legislated for joint enterprise was because there were people involved in a gang who were encouraging and 

cajoling.  Just being there was encouraging someone to act in an unlawful way.  What has happened is that 

often people who have been dragged into the net using joint enterprise were genuinely innocent and, because 

of the way the law was written, were caught up.  My understanding is that is the mischief that the Supreme 

Court was trying to address.  I have not read the judgment and I am not sure what the precedent is but there is 

a very good reason why it was introduced.  You will be aware of other cases where a person was not necessarily 

doing the stabbing but their presence has been encouragement for the person doing the stabbing, and there 

are other examples of joint enterprise as well.  That is my understanding of the concern but I have not read the 

Supreme Court judgment.  There are arguments on both sides. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Yes.  I was just worried that it may dilute any potential deterrent but, as I say, we will 

have to wait and see.  Thank you very much.  I just wanted your thoughts.   

 

2016/4313 - A City for All Londoners 

Nicky Gavron AM 

 

I welcome your overview of strategic directions for London.  London is always changing and adapting.  What 

steps are you taking to assess the need for industrial land, for both existing and (crucially) emerging industries? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you very much for your question, Assembly Member Gavron.  A city 

for all Londoners is a staple of my ambition as Mayor.  It expands on my manifesto for all Londoners and sets 

out how I want to respond strategically to the major challenges that London faces in the next four years and in 

the coming decades.  It recognises that the economy is changing, new sectors are emerging and that we must 
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use land intelligently, particularly in the context of a housing crisis that threatens the competitiveness of the 

city.   

 

I have commissioned work to assess future demands for the range of industrial-type activities essential to 

support the London economy, its growing residential population and the city’s overall sustainability.  This work 

will build on the comprehensive assessment of London’s supply of industrial land published earlier this year.  

The study will also look ahead to consider the likely potential for new, emerging sectors to occupy industrial 

land such as green and creative industries, low-carbon, renewable energy generation, film, media and 

recording, life sciences, research and development.   

 

The work will be co-ordinated with the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment that we are undertaking 

with the boroughs.  It will mean striking a fine balance between meeting the varied needs of occupiers of 

industrial land and finding capacity for at least 50,000 homes without intruding on the Green Belt and other 

designated open spaces.  This will entail careful management of industrial land, exploring the scope for 

intensification and colocation of some industrial-type activities with housing and possible relocation, both 

within London and in some cases beyond.  The industrial land demand study results should be available in the 

spring and will inform new policies in my draft London Plan.   

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Thank you very much for that response.  It is good to hear about the work that is being 

done to assess what land the existing, the new and the emerging industries need.  We heard yesterday at the 

Planning Committee from the Deputy Mayor for Planning, Regeneration and Skills, Jules Pipe, that he is very 

concerned - I am sure you are too - by the fact that we have lost, across London, very recently, three times the 

benchmark in terms of loss of industrial space that was anticipated.  In central London and east London, it is at 

seven times the rate.  Of course, once this land is gone -- 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It is gone. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  -- because it is low value, it is gone forever.  It is very welcome that you are thinking 

about this.  We need housing, of course.  We need housing and particularly affordable housing but we need 

affordable workspace and we need a diverse economy for London.  It is great to hear that you are thinking of 

innovative ways that we can coexist.  I think that is one of the words that is used.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Let us say “coexist”, saying that housing and certain kinds of workspace or industrial use 

can coexist.  I just wondered whether you have thought about bringing in standards for the type of use and the 

design of the way they are put together for this new mixed-use approach. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Some council are already doing this, by the way.  I visited Barking and 

Dagenham recently, for example, who are using the ground floor for art studios and industrial spaces and then 

residential on top.  We are going to use that best practice and spread it across London.  We have to think 

about where people live, where they work, where they play and where they study, and make sure that there is 

connectivity.  I talked about the rise in population.  If they are travelling an hour and a half to get from home 

to work, that creates all sorts of challenges and problems.  We cannot have all the industrial workspace turned 

into homes, as needed as they are.  We do not need to.  That is one of the things that Jules Pipe, my Deputy 

Mayor for Planning, Regeneration and Skills, is working on, to make sure we have a draft London Plan that 

reflects that.   
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By the way, that includes looking outside London.  The Thames estuary provides an example of potential 

growth.  I met with Lord Michael Heseltine recently to discuss this.  He was put in charge of this by the 

previous Chancellor of the Exchequer and the new Chancellor has asked him to carry on.  There is work we can 

do in that part of London in relation to industrial workspace - and just outside London as well - on how we 

make sure that we have a mixed economy and mixed use of land.   

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Good.  The fiercest competition between housing - often not affordable, of course; it is 

often towers - and land for industrial activity is on the river.  That is central and east London.  This land is for 

industry, wharves and sites that are served by river freight - so are the canals, often - which is very sustainable.  

What we are beginning to see now are apartment blocks being built very close to these sites.  You already have 

an “agent of change” condition for something that is analogous in a way, venues like the Ministry of Sound 

and so on, when buildings come close to it and the residents could be affected by the sound, and they have 

come afterwards. 

 

In order not to drive out these important industrial and very sustainable uses along the river, would you bring 

in a condition that the onus is on the developers to make sure that the buildings are pollution-free, dustproof 

and very well insulated for sound?   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  A clarification: the “agent of change” rule we want to bring in has not 

been brought in yet.  We want to do that in relation to live music venues and nightclubs.  Many other places 

around the world have this, including Australia.   

 

It is a cracking idea that you have.  One of the things that Jules Pipe [Deputy Mayor for Planning, 

Regeneration and Skills] will be looking into is ideas like that.  One of the reasons why, in answer to a 

follow-up question, I talk about having as wide a consultation as possible during the drawing up of the new 

London Plan is to make sure we take on board some of the challenges.  For example, somebody might build a 

luxury flat here, cheek by jowl to industrial space that has been there for decades, then complain about the 

dust, the noise and all the rest of it, and that place has to do stuff they cannot afford to do and closes down.  

We cannot afford for that to happen.  One of the things we will have in the new London Plan is a recognition 

that London is a place to live, work, study and play.   

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Good.  Thank you.   

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you.  

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  I would like to move on to developer rights and the loss of office space in outer 

London, where we have lost nearly a fifth of office space.  In Barnet we have had 156 cases of permitted 

development (PD) with 60% of those applications being in town centres and 12% on the edge of town 

centres.   

 

Premier House in Edgware was a good example, where we lost space for 160 businesses and charities for what 

was rather poor residential accommodation.  There was a lot that should not have been converted.  In fact, 

there has just been a fire there.  Equally importantly, there is no requirement for affordable accommodation 

under PD.  You are right, we have to do something about this in the suburbs because it will reduce the impact 

on public transport if people can work near where they live and also give them a better quality of life.   
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You have mentioned the London Plan.  The other point I wanted to make was: what can be done to help 

businesses that are displaced, often at relatively short notice, to find somewhere else?  Can the GLA play a role 

there? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  A step before that is that I will support any London borough wishing to 

bring forward article 4 directions to remove PD rights when these are geographically targeted towards key 

employment locations where this is backed up by strategic and local evidence.  If you know about an area 

where that is happening and your local authority is meaning to take action under article 4, I am happy to help.  

It is important to do so.   

 

When businesses are displaced, if it comes to my attention we can try to help but often these things do not 

come to my attention.  It is an amazing statistic but 99% of businesses in the country are small businesses, 

small and medium enterprises (SMEs) employing less than 250 people.  Often these businesses, when they are 

displaced, will go out of business and it will not be brought to the attention of - forget City Hall - even the 

local council.  Where they are brought to attention you can try to signpost but it is often very difficult, you will 

know, because of the goodwill being in that area.  Moving away changes your customer base and stuff.  It is 

hard.  All I would say to local authorities is that if you are worried about PD happening, apply for an article 4 

and I will be happy to help. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  That is important advice.  Unfortunately, Barnet did not bother.  Camden, I am 

pleased to say, did, but they did not get all the article 4s that they required to protect Camden against this 

unwelcome development.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  It is a problem. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much.   

 

2016/4274 - Accident and Emergency Departments in London 

Shaun Bailey AM 

 

What assessment have you made of my report ‘Time for Care’ which looks at how we can reduce waiting times 

at London’s Accident and Emergency departments? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I thank Assembly Member Bailey for his question?  I have a copy of 

the report and I have read it, last night.  A&Es are the front line of the NHS and where many patients default 

to.  I want to pay tribute to those doctors and nurses working in our hospitals for the tremendous contribution 

they make to London.  Their work is especially important as winter sets in. 

 

The recommendations you have made for me are sensible.  I am not an expert in this area but the advice I have 

received from the NHS is that they have already started to do these things.  For example, the two 

campaign-related recommendations are originally part of the annual NHS winter campaigning messaging, 

including responsible use of A&Es, something that I supported last week when I and many City Hall employees 

had flu jabs and also in my subsequent public-facing statements reported in the press.   

 

With regard to your report’s other recommendation about best-practice A&E models such as the model of 

emergency care at Queen Hospital in Romford, I am advised that these have already been shared with A&Es 

across London.  Finally, I should add that I am meeting Anne Rainsberry, London’s Regional Director for the 
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NHS, later this week and we plan to discuss a range of health and care issues including NHS improvement 

schemes.   

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  Thank you for your response, Mayor.  Can I just encourage you in that meeting to give an 

extra push?  A message from you, from me and from you, could make a real difference in this area. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sure. 

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  I just wanted to go on to something pressing coming up for London.  The wintertime is 

always of real pressure to A&E and I wonder if we should be using some of the resource that TfL has to 

promote people in poorer communities signing up with a general practitioner (GP).  That would make a 

significant difference and it is something that you have direct control over.  I wonder if that is possible. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thanks for your question.  I looked into this because I was interested by 

your report and, again, the expert advice I have received is that the NHS uses a range of communication 

channels to promote its campaigns that does include advertising within the public transport network where 

appropriate, but if there is more we can be doing that is effective I am happy to look into it.  My understanding 

is that already a lot happens and they have worked out what is effective but if there are more effective things 

we can be doing, I am happy to do that.   

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  There is more we can do.  I wonder how effective it is, seeing how bad the problem is.  

You can make a special message from the Mayor rather than just the NHS and push.  You make big play of 

being a Mayor for all, which is fair enough, and you constantly tell us how popular you are, so maybe a 

message from you would have an extra effect because in poor communities in particular - and your remit is 

health inequality - this is a big thing. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sure, but then that side cannot complain when they see my face on the 

Tube.   

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  Excuse me? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Do not complain then when you see my face plastered on a poster on the 

Tube. 

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  I constantly complain when I see your face but if it is for a good reason I am happy to get 

over it.  Thank you very much. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Cheers, Shaun. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right.  Thank you very much. 

 

2016/4239 - Spit guards 

Gareth Bacon AM 

 

When do you expect your consultation into the use of spit guards to be completed? 
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you for your question, Assembly Member Bacon.  Any attack on 

officers carrying out their duties is completely unacceptable.  Protective equipment is sometimes necessary but 

the use of tactics such as spit guards should not be taken lightly.   

 

The decision taken regarding spit guards was taken by the Commissioner following our discussion over the 

consultation that had taken place prior to the deployment of such a piece of equipment.  Following this 

discussion, the Commissioner recognised the need for further consultation on their introduction.  As you know, 

the previous Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Stephen Greenhalgh, has said the trial was not discussed 

with him or the previous Mayor, either.   

 

The MPS’s consultation on the pilot of the use of spit guards in a limited number of custody suites in northeast 

London is running until 5 December 2016.  It is right that the MPS is holding a public consultation before 

piloting these measures.   

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  OK.  Thank you very much for that answer, Mr Mayor.  I have spoken to various senior 

police officers and they are unaware of what action has been taken or when the consultation process will be 

closing.  Could I ask you - and this is an entirely neutral question; I am not trying to cause a problem for 

you - to instruct your Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime to make sure that the MPS police officers and, in 

particular, all Borough Commanders are aware of when the consultation will close? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is very reasonable.  I will do that, yes. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you. 

 

2016/4105 - Developing the new London Plan 

Sian Berry AM 

 

How will you ensure that the process for developing your new London Plan engages with a more diverse range 

of Londoners than the last one? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  I have referred to this answer in other questions before but I 

want to involve as many Londoners as possible in shaping the plan that will define how London grows in the 

coming years.  My Deputy Mayor for Planning, Regeneration and Skills, Jules Pipe, and I have challenged my 

team to engage more people than ever before - community groups, civic societies and individuals - to help 

define how the capital can be the best place to live, work and enjoy yourself and remain an open, world-class 

city.   

 

The usual statutory consultation process on the London Plan adopted by my predecessor only engaged 

statutory consultees and stakeholders, and then late in the process.  It certainly does not provide any 

opportunities for Londoners to make contributions at the outset of the Plan’s preparation.  Publishing A City 

for All Londoners is specifically designed to address this by engaging at the very beginning with a wider 

spectrum of people and interested groups to discuss how their city should develop.  It is a totally new part of 

the consultation process that Jules and I have introduced, which involves people from the outset.  We will 

listen to their views as work starts on preparing the Plan and the other Strategies.   
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In light of my commitment to be a Mayor for all Londoners, I have substantially extended the scope of 

consultation beyond the strategic stakeholders addressed in the past.  The new consultation process will draw 

on focus groups to test out issues of specific concern to different communities.  Individual Londoners can also 

give their views via an online debate through Talk London or provide more specific feedback on A City for All 

Londoners itself by 11 December 2016.  We will also hold workshops on key themes associated with 

accommodating growth, transport, housing, the environment and an inclusive city.  I would also add that my 

Deputy Mayor for Social Integration, Social Mobility and Community Engagement, Matthew Ryder, has been 

appointed with a brief to ensure that London continues to have a thriving civil society.   

 

I have a longer answer but I know you are probably keen to come in. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  I am very short on time so if we can try to keep you to yes or no answers, that would be 

great. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am not sure about that.   

 

Sian Berry AM:  I will write to you with some of my specific questions, if that is all right. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sure. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  One thing about the workshops is that I am aware that there are lots of groups and 

individuals who tried to get places and have been put on a waiting list instead.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Because they are so successful, yes. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  Because they are very popular and people want to feed in.  It would be great - and if you 

could say yes to this, it would be marvellous - if you could webcast the future ones that are coming up, publish 

transcripts and get back to those people on the waiting list about how they can meaningfully feed into the 

process.  Just because they have missed out, they should not lose out on doing that.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Let us look into that.   

 

Sian Berry AM:  Great.  Will you also publish accessible formats for the consultation materials? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We definitely should look into that. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  It is just a big PDF file at the moment and that is not ideal. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Definitely. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  The final thing is that London Boroughs - but not the Mayor, as you say - are required to 

produce a Statement of Community Involvement when they put their local plans together.  It would be 

marvellous if you could put together a Statement of Community Involvement from the Mayor about the 

London Plan in the same way that local authorities do because it would guide the process of consultation.  It 

could be a bit ad hoc otherwise. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The sentiment behind your question is a good one.  Can I look into that as 

well? 
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Sian Berry AM:  Great.  Thank you. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right.  Marvellous.   

 

2016/4314 - Outer-London Boroughs 

Navin Shah AM 

 

How will your plan a ‘City for All Londoners’ ensure that Outer London Boroughs are not left behind? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Assembly Member Shah, and thank you for doing an excellent 

job in chairing the recent People’s Question Time meeting in the People’s Republic of Brent.  I had a great 

time, it was a great event and it was a pleasure to be there.  You are a great host.   

 

As a Mayor for all Londoners, I want to build a city where everyone has the opportunities they need to fulfil 

their potential and where all places share in and make the most of London’s prosperity, culture and economic 

development.  I also want to ensure the safety of all Londoners and this is why I am redefining the priorities of 

the MPS to bring policing closer to communities across London, and protect and improve the criminal justice 

system so that it works for all Londoners.  As Mayor, I promise to champion the 19 outer London boroughs as 

well as those in inner London. 

 

Through the London Plan I want to foster a fairer, more accessible city by opening up employment 

opportunities across the city through widespread improvements to public transport.  More specifically, I want 

to encourage development in non-central locations with good public transport.  My Transport Strategy will be 

based on the principle that new investment should act as a catalyst for regeneration and introduce new 

opportunities for communities beyond central London.   

 

I also want to continue to accelerate development on different kinds of Opportunity Areas and I want to see 

more development in outer London town centres, which are hubs for commercial and community activity.  

Across the city, I will make provision for industry and retail and I will promote viable strategic locations for 

office space, including in outer London.  I aim to further spread economic benefits by promoting tourism and 

London’s culture offer across the whole city and through the London Plan, increase total provision in 

Opportunity Areas and town centres in outer London with good connections to the centre.   

 

Navin Shah AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor, and thank you for your kind words about People’s Question Time.  

On the subject matter itself, I do very much welcome your distinct focus on the priorities and issues to do with 

outer London areas and I do particularly welcome your approach to a polycentric city.  The London Plan and 

everything we do needs to be inclusive.  This is what I can see is your clear approach.  It is something that is 

important to bear in mind because the previous Mayor claimed to be a Mayor for all zones but on the ground, 

when it came to implementation of strategic priorities, there was not much that one could recognise or that 

happened during those eight years.   

 

There is - again, I believe in giving credit where it is due - a piece of work that did help, the Outer London 

Commission that was set up, which provided valuable research and facilitated discussion between the outer 

London boroughs who had shared challenges and indeed opportunities as well.  Do you have any plans to 

conduct a review or even rejig something similar to the Outer London Commission?   
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Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  You are very generous and I echo your generosity towards the previous 

Mayor for setting up the Outer London Commission.  He also wound it up.  That is worth saying as well.  I have 

looked at the legacy of the Outer London Commission.  Given the timetable for revising the London Plan, I 

have taken its recommendations into account and I am testing and building on them through a programme of 

research and policy development covering retail, leisure, office, industry, town centre, and Opportunity Area 

developments.  You are right, there were good fruits there that I want to ensure that London enjoys. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Mr Mayor, with your help I want to drive a best deal for outer London boroughs, something 

that can only be done through both strategic focus and funding to go with that.  It is a very difficult balance to 

achieve but something that has to be a priority.  That is where I welcome your commitment to protecting 

suburban employment locations, as well as boosting them with transport improvements.  It is in those areas we 

would require a great deal of investment in an informed manner so that the benefits are generated before the 

huge amount of growth that suburban areas are facing comes about.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I agree with you 100%.   

 

Navin Shah AM:  Thank you.   

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  Thank you, Chair.  I just want to echo my fellow Member’s concern about outer London 

boroughs as a London-wide representative and someone who lives in the extreme outer boroughs, in the lovely 

place of Havering.  I do not see much evidence of the support that you are talking about here.  I give you your 

due.  You are six months in.  Let us see what the London Plan says. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sorry, was that Havering, did you say? 

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  Yes.  We are desperate for infrastructure development.  We are taking a lot of the new 

housing, we are shouldering our burden there - and I am talking about all outer London boroughs here - but 

we do not get the road development and we do not get the junction development.  You came to Gallows 

Corner and saw what an absolute disaster that place is.  The next junction along is exactly the same and 

potentially a bigger disaster. 

 

Can I push you to ensure that something is written into the London Plan where outer London boroughs, who 

have taken a lot of the housing development, get the support of other infrastructure, schools, roads and so 

on?  It is seriously damaging the way in which we live in the outer boroughs because we are not getting the 

same focus that there seems to be on the inner boroughs.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  First, I accept your analysis of some of the challenges in outer London.  

They carry the burden without getting, necessarily, the support.  One of the things I have been lobbying the 

Government about in the last few months is to give more support to our infrastructure.  You are right, you are 

being asked to provide more housing and there is no infrastructure to support it in relation to the maintenance 

of roads and public transport.  The Night Tube is now in your part of London, which is great, but what about 

infrastructure support in relation to the devolution of Overground lines and suburban lines?  What about other 

infrastructure help in relation to transport in those parts of London?   

 

I am currently lobbying the Government.  I would remind you that we are one of the most centralised countries 

in the world in relation to Whitehall and London but with the resources and the powers that I have I am 

determined to be a Mayor for all Londoners, genuinely.  It is really important.  I can assure you that Redbridge 

and Havering are not shy about lobbying me and nor is your friend next to you in relation to the needs of that 
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part of London.  I will be assiduous in doing what I can because you are right, they are carrying more of the 

burden than they have in the past. 

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  I welcome your comments but they will be greatly received if some money follows. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If some money follows?  Is that a plea to Philip Hammond [Chancellor of 

the Exchequer] or Theresa May [Prime Minister]? 

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  That is a plea to you to direct your funds to the outer boroughs to help us.  I will stop 

there. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We all hold our breath before the Autumn Statement next week. 

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  Yes.  Me too. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Mr Mayor, I have been happy all the way to link arms with Comrade [Navin] Shah [AM] 

in supporting and being the champion of outer London boroughs over the last eight years, with limited success 

because often Mayors, your predecessors, have been very Zone 1 and 2 centric, but also with the advice from 

TfL.   

 

My question to you in asking for support is that you give, as Shaun [Bailey AM] has said, a fair deal to outer 

London when it comes to transport investment.  Often the investment goes into - quite rightly - very 

expensive upgrades in central London.  We talk about Crossrail, which we always support.  Often when it 

comes to investment in those outer London boroughs - it may be the tram or it may be improved bus 

services - we are overlooked, partly because the TfL institution lends itself to Zones 1 and 2.  I would ask you, 

Mr Mayor, just supporting my colleagues, if you can make sure that you do give support to outer London. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Again, asking this is very fair.  This refers to a point I made to Assembly 

Member Bailey.  The good news is the Government has a Minister for London and the good news is he is from 

Croydon.   

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Tell me about it. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Genuinely, because he gets it.  He gets it, seriously.  I am not saying this 

to be sycophantic towards Croydon but I have been so impressed by the three MPs, the Council and you 

working together, the different parties batting for Croydon.  Transport is the key to unlock Croydon’s potential 

and we are determined to do our best.  Val [Valerie Shawcross CBE, Deputy Mayor of London for Transport] 

gets it and I get it.  The same applies to Havering, Richmond, Harrow and stuff.  The previous formulas used by 

TfL, which by the way are not dissimilar to the formulas we used to use in the DfT, give perverse incentives to 

some parts of our country and our city that are not fair to the rest of the city and the rest of the country. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Indeed.  Correct.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We are determined to address that where we can. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  That is good to hear.  Thank you, Chair. 
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Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Can I ask Members of the Assembly please to suspend Standing Order 2.9B 

to allow the Mayor opportunity to answer the final questions? 

 

All:  Agreed. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much. 

 

2016/4315 - Membership of Europol 

Unmesh Desai AM 

 

What conversations have you had with Government regarding the UK’s membership on Europol and the 

implications of this for the Metropolitan Police? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  As I hope I have made clear in my first six months as Mayor and again 

today, the safety of Londoners is the most important responsibility I have.  It is a responsibility that arcs above 

everything I do.   

 

Organisations like Europol and Interpol play a critical role in keeping Londoners safe.  They make sure that our 

police and security services have access to the information needed to keep us safe.  As the Assembly may 

already be aware, the Minister of State for Policing and the Fire Service, Brandon Lewis MP, notified 

Parliament on Monday that we will be opting in to the new Europol regulations.  I very much welcome this 

decision.  If this becomes a reality, this means that we will continue to be a member of Europol after the 

regulations change on 1 May 2017 and up until we leave the EU.   

 

The matter of how we continue to work with Europol after leaving the EU is still a concern.  I will be watching 

this very closely and will lobby when necessary to see that we continue to access Europol intelligence.   

 

Unmesh Desai AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  It is really what happens afterwards, once Article 50 is triggered.  

Lynne Owens, the Director of the National Crime Agency (NCA), said that a gap between Britain leaving 

European arrangements and negotiating new arrangements could “put things at risk”.  Do you agree with this 

assessment? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes, but the good news is our European colleagues get the importance of 

co-operating as a two-way process.  They benefit as well as us so I am optimistic.  When I next meet the Home 

Secretary, I will be impressing this upon her as well.   

 

Unmesh Desai AM:  There is nothing that you have had from the Government, anything concrete about its 

thinking?  Have you had an indication from your discussions what the real-time plans are to deliver the 

co-operation we need, or is it just promises and talk? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We are at early stages yet and so let us watch this space.  The Government 

gets it and the good news is other countries get it as well.  We need to carry on the dialogue. 

 

Unmesh Desai AM:  The Government gets it but no concrete thinking? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  No, but it understands the importance of data sharing, co-operation and 

partnership.   
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Unmesh Desai AM:  Thank you. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much. 

 

2016/4297 - Terrorism preparedness 

Steve O’Connell AM 

 

How prepared is London to respond to a major terrorist incident? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  To repeat the response I gave to the previous question, the safety of 

Londoners is the most important responsibility I have and ensuring that London is safe from any terrorist threat 

is my absolute priority.  The threat is only too real.  The recent incident on the Tube in Greenwich is a stark 

reminder of this.  This is why one of my first acts as Mayor was to initiate an in-depth review into London’s 

preparedness against such an attack.  While we have one of the best counterterror units in the world, I wanted 

to be certain that we are doing everything we can to desist anyone who wants to attack our great city.   

 

Lord Harris  has now published his report, which is extensive and rigorous, and the overarching message is one 

of reassurance.  The report found that there have been substantial improvements to the emergency services in 

the last five years and that the quality and effectiveness of the work done by the intelligence agencies and the 

counterterrorist police is among the best in the world.  There are varied recommendations that we are 

considering and will be responding to in due course.   

 

I should add that we do need to ensure - and I would ask the Assembly’s help in this - that the situation with 

the current level of National and International Capital City (NICC) funding for London is addressed.  NICC has 

always been a funding element that exemplifies how and why London is different rather than being a method 

of shoring up core police funding.  I want to make sure that London gets a fair funding deal in order to 

continue to keep Londoners safe and I will be asking for the Assembly’s support when it comes to our 

negotiations with the Government in this area.   

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I understand fully, as an incoming Mayor, why you would want 

to hold that review to satisfy yourself, and having read the review I am pleased that Lord Harris’s conclusions 

are that we are in a better place than we were five years ago.  That will reassure Londoners.  On 

Thursday - tomorrow, indeed - we have the opportunity to debate this at length with your Deputy Mayor for 

Policing and Crime and Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe [Commissioner of Metropolis of the Police].  While I have you 

here briefly on this, you are about to do a full response.  Any ideas when you will be getting around to this full 

response you are talking about?   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  No.  There are 127 recommendations.  Not all of them are for me.  Some 

involve education and some involve the Home Office.  We are trying to corral together those that are urgent.  

We hope to respond with a timeline shortly.   

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Yes.  There are many recommendations, as you just said yourself, 127, and you have 

said yourself that more than half do not fall directly within your sphere of influence.  That will make it difficult 

for you, probably, to respond in a particularly profound way to the recommendations. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is one of the reasons why it is important to remind us that keeping us 

safe is not just my job.  It is the job of 8.6 million Londoners, it is the job of different Government 

departments, the Port London Authority, the British Transport Police, the London Corporation and on and on 
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and on.  It is important to work as a team.  The good thing about Toby’s [Lord Toby Harris] report is the time 

people gave to him, the meetings he had and the co-operation people had, because nobody is under any 

illusion.  The bad guys are evolving the way they want to harm us and we have to carry on evolving how we 

respond to keep us safe. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Lord Harris came to the Committee within the week of publication, which we all 

appreciated.  I did a soft challenge to him, which was, “Your conclusions are that London is safe, or safer than 

it was, but the man on the Croydon omnibus will see 127 recommendations.  Is there not a tension between 

the fact that there are so many recommendations against the conclusion that we are safe?” 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  He was, by the way, the Chairman of the MPA -- 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Yes.  I worked with him then. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- so he gets it.  The thing that should reassure you and the person on the 

Croydon tram or omnibus is that we are far safer now than we were five years ago.  I just remind you - and I say 

this not to scare any Londoner - that people are evolving the way they want to harm us.  Look at Nice.  Look 

at Brussels.  Look at Paris.  Look at the church in France.  We have to always evolve.  There will never be a 

time, I suspect, where there are not things we can do to improve.   

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  We will explore this further.  Lord Harris, having worked with him, was the right choice.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is very kind.  Thank you.   

 

Keith Prince AM:  Thank you.  Mr Mayor, you have spent quite a lot of today criticising your predecessor.  

Will you recognise and acknowledge his achievement in, over the last five years, making London a much safer 

place for the people of London?  Will you also recognise his achievement in speaking with the Government and 

protecting the police budget, as he did last year? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  He deserves huge credit for the role he played as our Mayor and the stuff 

he did in relation to keeping us safe.  I know from speaking to the Commissioner and others who work in the 

police and other areas how seriously he took this.  He was successful last year and deserves our credit as 

Londoners in relation to the cuts not being as severe as they could have been.  It was a great team effort.  

Assembly Members from all sides were involved in that campaign, which is a tribute to Boris [Johnson MP] 

working as a team player with MPs across London, from all parties and stuff.  Of course he deserves that credit.   

 

Keith Prince AM:  Of course, as you know, Zac Goldsmith [former MP and London mayoral candidate] was 

part of landing that result.  How successful do you think you will be this year? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Let us be frank.  As a backbench MP, Zac was one of many backbench 

MPs.  We can all jump on the coattails of others.  I am as generous as the next man to someone I defeated in 

the campaign but the reality is lots of people worked towards making sure we got the settlement last year.  

The key thing is to make sure the Government understands why our safety matters.  It is not party politics, 

Keith, and you should know better, really.  This is about keeping our city safe and our country safe. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right, that is a good note to end that one on.   
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2016/4316 - Sir Richard Henriques’s Independent Inquiry 

Andrew Dismore AM 

 

Will you ensure that Sir Richard Henriques’s Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse’s report will be 

published in full, save for any redactions to protect the identity of victims? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  First, I want to be clear that the report released last week is owned by Sir 

Richard and the Commissioner.  It is important to make that clear.  The Commissioner asked Sir Richard to 

conduct this review in February and to publish its key conclusions and recommendations.  I have always been 

clear that the MPS should be as transparent as possible in relation to it.  However, Sir Richard has been clear 

since the outset that given the sensitive nature and potential legal issues surrounding the material, redactions 

would be necessary.  This is both to, and I quote, “safeguard any future actions which may be taken by 

others”, and to protect victims and those who have been falsely or inconclusively accused.   

 

Despite this, it is clear from the extract published that a series of extremely serious errors were made by the 

MPS.  Northumberland Police is now conducting a criminal investigation as a result of information contained in 

the report and I have been assured that all relevant people have had access to the information pertaining to 

them.   

 

While the report does praise some of the MPS’s investigative work, this good work has been inconsistent.  

MOPAC are working closely with the MPS to ensure that any learning from this is fully integrated into future 

practice.  Going forward, it is absolutely vital that victims of rape and sexual assault feel confident to come 

forward and report crimes and that all allegations are treated seriously by the MPS.  I myself and the Deputy 

Mayor for Policing and Crime will work closely with the MPS and other key agencies to ensure victims are 

always supported. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  All right.  Thank you for that.  The report identifies 40 shortcomings by the MPS and 

makes 25 recommendations about the investigation of sexual offences, including over the treatment of 

suspects and the release of information to the public.  The MPS have admitted that the review was 491 pages 

long but they have only published 85 pages of that and a lot of those pages are redacted as well, with what 

they consider to be necessary redactions for confidentiality and sensitivity of information.  Do you think that 

the extent of the redactions, almost five-sixths of the whole report, is justified by the need to protect people 

whose identities should not be revealed or has the MPS gone overboard with the black marker pen and the 

scissors? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have not read the full, uncensored report but the decision on what could 

be published was made by the MPS.  I will repeat that, given the sensitive nature and the legal issues 

surrounding the material, Sir Richard [Henriques] agreed that redactions would be necessary to safeguard any 

further action which may be taken by others.  I am not really sure how I can go any further than that.   

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  OK.  The review, as you have said, reported significant failings and grave errors of 

judgement in Operation Midland and Operation Fairbank.  We had extensive media coverage exposing the 

names of the suspects, yet no charges followed.  The Commissioner has rightly accepted, on behalf of the 

MPS, accountability for these failures.  He said he had been let down by officers of high rank and has issued a 

public apology.   

 

Do you think the pendulum of justice has swung too far and led to the systematic bad practice by the police, 

like the policy of automatically believing claimants of child sexual abuse for far too long?  While we all want to 
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see justice for those who have genuinely been abused, this generated miscarriages of justice on a considerable 

scale.  Do you accept the report identified a serious erosion of the principle of ‘innocent until proven guilty’, 

which threatens one of the bedrocks of our legal system? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Listen, I have been for years talking about the importance of the 

presumption of innocence.  I have been criticised by my opponent in the mayoral contest for people I 

defended, forgetting the presumption of innocence.  It is a very important principle of the way we do justice in 

this country.  The rule of law.  The presumption of innocence.  It is crucial.  It is important that we recognise 

that.  The reality is that we also have a free press and the free press, not unreasonably, report when somebody 

has been arrested and even when they are charged.  However, they should be presumed innocent and we 

should remember that.   

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  You agree there are serious failings and grave errors of judgement.  What do you think 

the way forward is for the MPS now?  What are the main lessons that they need to learn from all this? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, who has read the report, is 

considering the findings.  The report is wide-ranging and it is important we take on board what they say.  

There is an Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) investigation, as you are aware, in relation to a 

number of officers.  There is a separate police investigation into the individual referred to.  I suspect once the 

police investigation is concluded and the IPCC investigation has taken its course, we will be in a better position 

to see what we should take.  One of the lessons everyone should take from this is the presumption of 

innocence but actually that we have to make sure that victims feel confident to come forward and report crime 

as well.  We must not have the pendulum swung too much the other way.  It is still the case, I am afraid. 

Assembly Member Whittle rightly talked about the low detection of knife crime.  The low reporting of rape and 

sexual offences should worry us.  The low success in prosecuting rape and sexual assaults should worry us.  We 

have to be a bit careful in relation to drawing the wrong conclusions from this very important report. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Before Assembly Member Dismore carries on, could you clarify for the 

Assembly, please?  You told us you have not read the report but you have just said your Deputy Mayor has 

read the report. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Chairman.  A copy of the full report has been seen by the 

Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Sophie Linden, and one other senior MOPAC official. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  OK, thank you.  That is an unredacted report. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  That is correct; a full, uncensored copy of the report, correct. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  I have finished. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  You had finished?  OK.  The next question on savings at TfL has been 

withdrawn. 
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2016/4317 - Fare Evasion 

Florence Eshalomi AM 

 

What action will you be taking to crack down on the fare evasion across the transport network? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  When people do not pay their way, it is an insult to honest, 

fare paying Londoners.  While fare evasion has decreased over the last decade, particularly when rail services 

have been transferred to TfL, it still costs over £50 million in lost revenue each year.  This is money that could 

be invested in modernising transport and keeping fares affordable.  TfL will focus its attention on tackling 

routes and locations where fare evasion is most prevalent.   

 

At my request, TfL is also redoubling its efforts to drive down fare evasion across the whole of London and I 

am looking at new ways to tackle this problem.  Since I have been Mayor, TfL has launched Operation Atlas.  

This is a monthly high visibility operation with officers from the Roads and Transport Police and Command to 

deter and detect fare evasion and other unsociable behaviour.  Following a two-day operation in September, 

almost 12,000 more people paid for their journey.  These operations will continue over the coming months. 

 

They have also issued 40,000 penalty fares and prosecuted approximately 9,000 fare evaders and they have 

deployed 252 revenue protection inspectors to focus on new Routemasters.  This is because the top ten worst 

bus routes for fare evasion are all new Routemaster services.  In fact, some of the routes have double the level 

of fare dodging of other routes.  This means, not only are these buses more expensive with the lack of air-

conditioning and faulty windows, they are also the highest offenders for fare evasion on bus routes in the 

capital.   

 

TfL has begun exploring how technology can be used to identify persistent fare evaders and it has started the 

move towards a fairer, more transparent and consistent and more efficient approach to enforcement against 

fare evaders.  The message is clear.  I am clamping down on fare evasion, especially on the new Routemaster, 

while also making TfL fares more affordable for everyone. 

 

Florence Eshalomi AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I think it is fair to say that we know why fare evasion 

probably went up under your predecessor.  You touched on it.  In 2008, there were 225 revenue inspectors on 

London Underground.  Last year, 2015, there were only 178.  You talked about some of the measures you 

have in place in terms of Operation Atlas and some of the other things around clamping down on that.  Do you 

have any plans to increase the revenue inspectors on the Tubes? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  In relation to? 

 

Florence Eshalomi AM:  Fare evasion. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Wherever there is evidence of fare evasion, we are going to try to address 

that.  One of the things we are trying to do is micro-target our resources, increase the resources in relation to 

compliance officers but also make sure we are addressing the hot spots where we think it is happening. 

 

Florence Eshalomi AM:  One of the other things, which again you touched on earlier this year in January, 

Mr Mayor, was the fact that a number of stations are still being left open with the ticket barriers and obviously, 

the statistics from Bromley-By-Bow where, 60% of the time, the station is left opened.  Again, what action do 
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you think we can take to ensure ticket stations are always staffed, to make sure we are not losing in excess of 

£50 million to fare evasion? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  There is a ticket office review taking place right now by TravelWatch who 

are doing it.  Once we have had that review, we will wait and see what their recommendations are vis-à-vis 

their review but you are right; we can tie this in to getting more revenues in from lawful fare payers.  Why do I 

not write to you once we have that review in to explain what additional things we will be doing as a 

consequence to address your point about Bromley-By-Bow and others, with barriers routinely left open and 

people going through? 

 

Florence Eshalomi AM:  That is great to hear.  Just finally, one of the other things is that I have raised this 

with TfL, therefore, I wanted some additional information on some of those gate lines being left open.  My first 

request was on 5 September.  I sent another request on 3 October.  Could you please try to chase TfL in terms 

of that information? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If you chase my office today, I promise to take that up. 

 

Florence Eshalomi AM:  Thank you. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Mr Mayor, you have just said when people do not pay their way, that is an insult to 

Londoners and we all agree with that.  Does that also apply to the tax affairs of your Czars and 

Deputy Mayors? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If there is evidence of evasion, then yes.  If there is no evidence of 

evasion, then no. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  It does apply to them. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If there is evidence of evasion, then yes. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  People not paying their way. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If there is no evidence of evasion, then no. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Excuse me, I am using your words, Mr Mayor; not mine.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I gave you my answer. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  When people do not pay their way, that is an insult to Londoners and I have just asked 

you whether or not that applies to the tax affairs of your Czars and Deputy Mayors. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Let me answer slowly so that you get the answer.  The question was: what 

action are we taking to crack down on the fare evasion across the transport network?  My answer was on 

evasion, therefore, if there is evidence of evasion, then yes. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  OK.  Thank you for spelling it out. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Always a pleasure. 



 

54 

 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Let us hope we get some more pleasure from the final question. 

 

2016/4318 - Discrimination in the Met Police 

Navin Shah AM 

 

Is it true that BAME, LGBT or female employees of the Met Police are mostly likely to be victimised if they raise 

complaints of discrimination within the force? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thanks for the question.  I know this is an issue you have campaigned on 

for many years, even before you were an Assembly Member.  Members will be aware that a recent investigation 

by the Equality and Human Rights Commission found no evidence of unlawful acts in how the MPS responds 

to officers and staff with complaints linked to discrimination.  However, whilst there is no evidence, the 

perception of victimisation towards those who raise complaints is highly concerning.  No one should feel 

unfairly treated because of their gender, race or sexual orientation.  I operate a zero tolerance policy towards 

discrimination of any kind. 

 

It is vital for both officer wellbeing and wider public confidence that individuals feel secure enough to raise 

grievances and my Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Sophie Linden, is actively overseeing the plan of the 

MPS to tackle these perceptions of victimisation.  There has been a strong commitment by the MPS to take 

action, demonstrated by commissioning and acting on their own independent Advisory, Conciliation and 

Arbitration Service (ACAS) review and MOPAC will be working with the MPS to monitor how this work 

improves the situation. 

 

Both the ACAS review and the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) report found that the 

Government’s regulatory framework for police misconduct presents significant challenges to the handling of 

grievance cases involving potential discrimination and MOPAC will work with the MPS and the Home Office to 

tackle these issues. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  My question arose from the EHRC report published in 

September 2016 this year where there were these concerns about discrimination and victimisation and fear of 

reprisals.  If it is perception, even then it is very serious, as you said.  I want that reassurance that the MPS will 

be taking the right action that even perception is driven out of the minds of those very officers who feel 

discriminated. 

 

I want to move on to this issue about progression of the Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) officers.  At the 

last MQT, we talked about good news in terms of recruitment of BAME staff of the MPS.  It is slow but 

certainly in the right direction.  Retention and progression is equally important of the diverse police force we 

have.  The question is what is the MPS doing to look at progression issues in the MPS itself?  The recent 

reporting around Commander Victor Olisa I have, I likened it, that there are issues of progression for BAME 

candidates.  In June 2016, he cited a recent promotion process which again was repeated to me by another 

Borough Commander as to what actually happened.  For the rank of Chief Superintendent, when all six BAME 

candidates failed, as he put it, “Did all six have a bad day?”  Can I have your comment, please, because this is 

really unacceptable? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sure but I cannot comment on individual cases but if you look at most 

organisations, there are issues in relation to recruitment and retention and progression which need to be 

addressed.  One of the things we should be looking at is mentoring.  What is the reason for why people are not 
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progressing?  It cannot be because they are not talented enough.  It cannot be because they are not good 

enough.  What is the reason? 

 

Sometimes in organisations, it is because of discrimination.  Sometimes it is because if you are from a minority 

background, you do not have mates or friends who are in superior positions to mentor you.  You do not have 

an uncle or somebody else who can take you under their wing and give you advice.  Many of us who have 

reached our positions have had mentors and people who are supporting us, some of us have not. 

 

We are looking at what we can do to progress the progression of those officers we recruit.  There is no point in 

recruiting a more diverse police service and they do not progress.  This is one of things that Sophie Linden is 

looking at but, of course, feel free to raise this with her tomorrow, but it is a priority for me. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  I am glad it is a priority because what we are talking about is not anecdotal. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  No, I agree. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  The resultant information is from the promotion process that took place.  At senior level, 

officers have confirmed that they have serious concerns that there is something wrong here which needs to be 

addressed urgently, therefore, at senior level as well, we reflect the diversity of Londoners within the MPS. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I just say; there are a load of reasons why it is important.  One of them 

is if you are a minority and you see somebody in a senior position who is also a minority, it encourages you, 

inspires you, makes you ambitious.  The same goes with gender, by the way.  It is really important this is 

addressed. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Thank you very much, Mr Mayor. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  All right.  Thank you.  That ends MQT.  Can I thank you, Mr Mayor, for your 

answers.   


